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Research Note
Offshore Oil and Natural Gas Drilling Policies

in the Obama Administration

Hisayo KUSHIDA

On March 31, 2010, speaking at Andrews Air Force Base in Maryland, the
U.S. President Barack H. Obama proposed to open expanses of water along
the Atlantic coastline, the eastern Gulf of Mexico, and the northern area of
Alaska to oil and natural gas drilling. This announcement signaled the end of
a 20—year moratorium on new offshore drilling, and his pro—drilling position
was considered to be a compromise between President Obama and his
Democratic Party with the opposing Republican Party in the service of
passing the Senate’s climate bill. Although President Obama promised to
“protect areas that are vital to tourism, the environment, and our national
security,” his decision, together with his recent enthusiasm for nuclear
energy, disappointed environmental activists. The disaster involving BP’s
Deepwater Horizon occurred approximately 20 days later, killing 11
workers, spilling millions of barrels of oil into the Gulf, and causing
catastrophic damage to the marine environment. This event constitutes the
worst offshore oil spill in American history and has had a considerable
impact on the Obama administration. This paper examines President Barack

Obama’s offshore drilling policy, focusing on the moratorium on new
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offshore drilling, and considers the difficulty of implementing policy

changes in the domain of American energy security.
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