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“A Tale Narrated by Fairies and Humans

— John Crowley’s Little, Big”

Yoko Arima

Little, Big is a dense and complex fantasy, or an American fairy tale,
consisting of six books that altogether, contain twenty—six chapters and over
two hundred sections. It is a richly—peopled story of some generations of the
Drinkwater family that maintain a set of spiritualistic beliefs dating from the
middle of the 19th century. As is often the case with fantasy, the clan’s
Victorian house acts as a door to the other world, through which the
impossible can invade the everyday world.

The complexity of the story owes much to the fact that the whole story is
planned or rapidly improvised by the fairies, who are careless, not always
kind or just, and whose intrigues turn out to be intricate. The density of the

story, on the other hand, may be relevant with the subtle and mysterious
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relationship between the writer and the character. As Ursula K. Le Guin and
other creative writers have indicated, the characters invented by the writers
take on their own realities, and the author, instead of controlling what they
do or say, tries to capture the atmosphere each character breathes and
perceives. Crowley might have had a similar experience while he was writing
this work. Little, Big is full of attractive people who have different
perspectives. Listening carefully to what they say resulted in its density.
However, Little, Big differs from prototypical fantasies in the sense that
Crowley doesn’t make a clear distinction between the world we live in and
the secondary world (the world of story). Instead, he incorporates fantasy
into our life partly by tying impossibilities to our familiar objects, and partly
by introducing some skeptical persons who neither accept the magic nor
believe in the existence of fairies. Indeed, the Drinkwaters finally migrated
to the other world but it didn’t take long. As Ariel Hawksquill suggests near
the end of the story, Little, Big has “one world only, but with different

modes.”
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“Of course,” Smoky said, “it wouldn’t have been right to say so, you
know, or really ask right out what was what here; I never wanted to
spoil anything by not——not joining in. So I never said anything. Never
asked questions, never. Especially not simple ones. I just hope you
noticed that, because it wasn’t always easy.” (404)

WS TR TEA-TVD I HIEDNTVDIZ, 772072 T 5FDkk
FEFEST, WOIMMEZEZ TV E0HFET L L) ICED T b
72DTH b

P13 Violet D F% T D John Storm Drinkwater 2 5 [ BEAI O AR L
DEIDOBCFENBDY), DI VFEJ/LBXLLBIIHELENIELDHD
bzl LEEIN TV, Alice DfARE Cloud KIARES Al T IZ
I HEZMEILRAD, BZSHLZOI LTI ML DIEBEDIZ) H7i]
EbF o Tz BT ®Auberon ZXPPME L > TnB EHoTw
7ehER . EWEICT LI E R EML VDIl TNERFT LTk
ZDOZEINITFTTUIEND =N OLFNE 572272 57:TH 5,

Smoky X, FELAIN 2T 5T LT L TWBHA, mEETTHRLT
MASNL LD V—ROANTEELRHRFZIMBITLILIITEL
Vo MOBEIIBEBEDHRAD 720, BALY, 50T o500 I3ME
LRVWHDODENEZIFANITEEVIBDOT, 77 ¥V —%EmbH

10



DEEZOIDLVZ L), HHERIZDL) B AWEWFEOFICR WS
ZEIZED, 2O ZHRVEEEICLIES A E G o TALAFBICR S
D, ZLTEDHBIT, Ty Iy ROUTOA ) MAZZYEE IO LT
REAUCD Y, DWIZiZ= 2 —F =27 20 ) KER 2 BEIC L WRE~
EHRBELTITKDTH 5,

I IXFICOWVWT

FTTICBRZEHIZ (U MV, €y F] 3Ll 2@k s8R0 %
WOV LEDHRRICETCBIEWETHZ2. 7709V -lH bk
BLAIEEZKRAMRICLAZITOWHETIERL, BB AYOHIZH ) 2 7%
WEZ BT LR BT FEET A2 LICE ), BIENGHEL DE
EDIFHENEITR o TV D, BEFIAEGR R BEEOWEE & 13K 55 PR AN
IDTHD, LldVoTH, MEDBVH LI [) M, By 7] 3R
D777 —=TH, W HLSMOky BELRWVWEESLTHE IR
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Violet ® B+ ® Auberon D HEEIZFDITAR Y & L 72 LHER WAL 5 72
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LEBOWFHREIALHLNEZODOEMEZLTRD DL H 7, Lh
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BN bR HOMBANRE T L2 RKEeHDOLZ LIh5b. Wik
ZHHEDLIZDIIRPE LAWK D T TH CHLENDH - 72072,
LAaL. 2T b o & bIKKE2HIC & 2 0EFIHF TN Aix
Smoky D &F Auberon 725 9o —IEHIT L D & ¥ 7 4 I 7RI BER,
TLEFIRORAESOMH, €L TEADERDKE, TOBRDOT IV
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> 7HIT O 2 EY 584 MRS S &Rk Z i < < 2 RE LWEko—
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“Hold hard,” Mrs. Underhill said, “hold hard. Somewhere here a
slip’s been made, a turning missed. Don’t you feel that?”
“We do,” said the others gathered there.
“Winter came,” Mrs. Underhill said, “and that was right;
and then ...”
“Spring! ” they all shouted.
“Too fast, too fast.” She beat her temple with her
knuckles. A dropped stitch could be fixed, if it could be found; a
certain unraveling was in her power; but where along the long, long

way had it been? Or — she cast her eye along the vast length of Tale
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unfolding from the to— come with the steady grace of a jewelled and
purposeful serpent... (323)

WiEDOHATIC 2 X 72 L CTWADIid Auberon THH Z L EZEX LD
BE, BRIZMEOB L WS A NHHHKT 5,

“This child in the City,” Mrs. Underhill said. “Greatgrandson of
yours. Won’t be moved, won’t do his duty, wants to die of love
instead.”

“Love,” Grandfather Trout said. “There is no force on
earth left stronger than love”

“He won’t follow the others.”

“Then let him follow love.” (324)
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What you didn’t know ; what you didn’t know arising,

H

spontaneously, surprisingly, out of the proper arrangement of what
you did: or rather what you knew all along but didn’t know you knew.
Every day here he had come closer to it; every night, lying awake at
the Lost Sheep Mission, amid the hawkings and nightmares of his
fellows, as he walked these paths in memory, he approached what he
didn’t know: the simple single lost fact. Well, he had it now. Now he

saw the puzzle complete.

He was cursed: that’s all. (383)
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She meant that they didn’t care, that their concerns weren’t ours, that if
they brought gifts—and they had; if they arranged a marriage or an
accident—and they had; if they watched and waited—and they did,
none of that was with any reason to aid or hurt mortals. Their reasons
were their own—if they had reasons at all, she sometimes thought
they didn’t, any more than stones or seasons have. (GEFHEEH)
(107)
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“What I don’t understand,” he said at last, “is why I have to go on
making such a big deal out of it. I mean there are lots of fish in the
sea. She’s gone, I can’t find her; so why do I cling to it? Why do I
keep making her up? These ghosts, these phantoms ...”

“Oh, well,” said the fish. “Not your fault. Those phantoms.

Those are their work.”

“Their work?”

“Don’t want you to know it,” said Grandfather Trout, “but
yes, their work; just to keep you sharp set; lures; no worry there.”

“No worry?”

“Just let’em pass by. There’ll be more. Just let’em pass
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by. Don’t tell them I told you so.” (410)
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“But see?” she said. “It was all meant to be. And I knew it.”

“But why?” he said, delighted, in torment; “why are you

so sure?”

“Because it’s a Tale. And Tales work out.”

“But I don’t know it’s a tale.”

“People in tales don’t know, always. But there they are.”
(17)
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My people, in the stories I write, are close to me and mysterious to
me, like kinfolk or friends or enemies. They are in and on my mind. I
made them up, I invented them, but I have to ponder their motives
and try to understand their destinies. They take on their own reality,
which is not my reality, and the more they do so, the less I can or wish to
control what they do or say. While I'm composing, the characters are
alive in my mind, and I owe them the respect due any living soul. They
are not to be used, manipulated. They are not plastic toys, they are
not megaphones. (Le Guin 235 RiH&EE)

WCHPIRB U2 725, ERINEHPLZ L2 RTNS
VER 725138 % {5, Tan Wilson I3#H [A—X—L V7] TIThEH
WL 7288 % L T A ER OB 2 ZHZETF T %o HAIEFK Enid Blyton
(31950 FACHII O BN IZ BN — ML Eof & T EZ IIZED
HML72EWI) D, FHLWEALZHEZBOL L E, TOREANI»SWEEON
AETHMCEEL TAFTTH VIO 2 2b 5T, HFDOLOHDHT

18



BEHAND LRI E LBTOT, H3RZ0o1) 70 5EEE T
wEEWALZTE LS o72o W. M. Thackeray b #&Er, H DR 721k
PN OZEIZEN SN AN MG DHERY 2B L TWD L) )&
HERbo Tz, ZOMIZH I- M T5 &, B2 HCIE
FEBROFED FTIE %L BAOMHOT TS [EMEIRREICHZ 2T T
A CAD TR LRDORZ BV EH] OFIZLDbD7ZL o7 R
L. Stevenson, HZ D AEIZHZZHALTWS [RESTRVWLED] O

BETL2%RWEFES TW/z George Eliot, A% # 72O TICHES &
[ 2RBELICELH] BEOTRTEZHAGICAETING LiES T
Charles Dickens, Z L CHUUER TIX. 7 2V 5 D/NiFK Kay Boyle R &
Wi (A — - RE U X] OFFP. L. Travers b 1EHH AWAFICWRE% Al
STNBEV)EEEKDbSTWDE (T 1V ¥ 27T—32),

[Ny 2 VX)) 4 - 74 YOFERK] ZFH\ 7z Mark Twain & Z OFE i %
Fop, MR ESHCTAE R NP E R LD ICEEY T o2 HEEIRL &
IREEE LTz, 1906 4EICBL T & ) 2Rk L Tw %,

Experience has taught me long ago that if I tell a boy’s story, or
anybody else’s, it is never worth printing; it comes from the head not
the heart, and always goes into the wastebasket. To be successful and
worth printing, the imagined boy would have to tell his story himself
and let me act merely as his amanuensis. --- When a tale tells itself
there is no trouble about it; there are no hesitancies, no delays, no
cogitations, no attempts at invention ; there is nothing to do but hold
the pen and let the story talk through it and say, after its own fashion,
what it desires to say. (Twain 243)
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How could it be, Daily Alice wondered as they kissed, that to say such
things as she had said to the husband she loved, on this darkest night
of the year, made her not sad but glad, filled in fact with happy
expectation? The end: to have the Tale end meant to her to have it all
forever, no part left out, complete and seamless at last ---. It would be
good, so good to have it all at last, start to finish, like some long, long
piece of work that has been executed in dribs and dabs, in the hope
and faith that the last nail, the last stitch, the last tug at the strings,

will make it all suddenly make sense: what a relief! (452)
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One by one the bulbs burned out, like long lives come to their
expected—ends. Then there was a dark house made once of time,
made now of weather, and harder to find ---. Stories last longer: but

only by becoming only stories. (538)
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It was anyway all a long time ago; the world, we know now, is as it
is and not different; if there was ever a time when there were
passages, doors, the borders open and many crossing, that time is not
now. The world is older than it was. Even the weather isn’t as we
remember it clearly once being; never lately does there come a
summer day such as we remember, never clouds as white as that,

never grass as odorous or shade as deep and full of promise as we



remember they can be, as once upon a time they were. (538)
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One world only, but with different modes; what anyway was a
“world?” The one she saw on television, “A World Elsewhere,” could
fit without multiplication of entities into this one, it was molecule—
thin but whole: it was only another mode, it was fiction.

And in a mode like fiction, like make—believe, existed the land
to which her cousins said she was invited to—no, told she must!—
journey. Yes, journey; for if it was a land, the only way to get there
was to travel. (504—5)
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