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The present state and issues of the course
for teaching profession in Keiai University

Misako IKEYA

I am involved in training students those aiming at becoming
elementary school teachers, and made some researches on the
present state and issues of the curriculum that we provide for
them, considering the topics of elementary school education in
Japan nowadays.

The change of the age structure of the elementary school
teachers, which remarkably accelerated since 2008, caused
some serious problems. The mass retirement of highly-experi-
enced teachers and employment of the new is still continuing
since then. It brought about the rapid increase in population of
young and inexperienced teachers. Veterans who have also
been good trainers of young teachers are now getting fewer and
fewer, and the coaching function of elementary schools is get-
ting down. On the other hand, teachers in these days are
required not only to teach subjects, but to solve more compli-
cated problems including the ones involving the complex and
delicate relations with students and their parents. To keep steer-
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ing the school normally as ever in these circumstances, even
young and new employed teachers need to be highly trained.

In The Guidelines on the course for teaching profession at elementary
schools published in October, 2010, Tokyo Metropolitan Board
of Education said that every student in the course for teaching
profession at elementary schools should be trained up to high
level of efficiency in practical coaching, practical use of acade-
mic knowledge, communication, and so on. We were actually
claimed to prepare the efficiency rating sheets fully corre-
sponded with the guidelines to recommend each of our stu-
dents as an elementary school teacher in Tokyo. Now we all
need to understand the present problems at the actual scenes,
and to reconstruct the curriculum urgently with the consensus
of all staffs involved in the course. I made some suggestions for
improvement, those are based on my researches on the materi-
als related this topic and on the present state and issues of our
curriculum.
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