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Educational Achievements of the First Volunteer Trip
Supported by Keiai University
after the 2011 East Japan Earthquake

Hisayo KUSHIDA

After the gigantic East Japan Earthquake of 11 March 2011, a
number of extremely destructive tsunamis and a consequent
nuclear accident struck East Japan. The tsunamis took many
lives and destroyed houses, schools, and other buildings in the
Pacific region from Iwate Prefecture to Chiba Prefecture.
Thousands of volunteers including many from corporations,
local governments, and internal and international non-govern-
mental organizations (NGOs) rushed to the Tohoku area to
help provide psychological and material support to disaster
victims. Although the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology had promoted volunteer programs in
educational institutions from primary school to the university,
the Ministry officially announced on 1 April 2011 that univer-
sities should make arrangements in their regular classes to
encourage student volunteer efforts in the Tohoku area. This
official notice encouraged university volunteer activities in the
area. Efforts not only from students but also from volunteer
trips organized by universities provided disaster relief, includ-
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ing such activities as cleanup, debris removal, and providing
food, during the spring term.

Keiai University in Chiba Prefecture also embarked on volun-
teer activities after the East Japan earthquake and organized a
volunteer trip of 3 days and 2 nights from September 21 to 23
in Miyagi Prefecture. This was the first Miyagi volunteer trip
organized by the university. Twenty-eight students and three
staff members joined the trip and were engaged on September
22 and 23 in building flower beds, removing dead morning
glories, and holding a tea party for the inhabitants (disaster
victims) in temporary housing. This paper examines the activi-
ties of the volunteer trip organized by the university and stu-
dent feedback after the program from an educational point of
view, making it clear that the volunteer trip functioned as an
excellent service program for students.

[A research project supported by Keiai University in the year 2012]
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