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The Emergence of Politeness in the Japanese Language
—Based Primarily on the Quantity of Information Held by
Participants in a Conversation—

Nobuko DOBETA

In communicating with others, people seek to communicate
more effectively by taking into consideration not only the use
of words but also such variables as facial expressions, eye
contact, vocal tones, and distance from others. One important
element for realizing more effective communication is polite-
ness. Politeness can be defined as a strategy to render human
relationships smoother and to achieve more effective commu-
nication.

In this text, the theory of politeness by Brown and Levinson
was first overviewed. Next, the politeness that emerges in the
Japanese language was observed. In particular, when one
considers that the speaker and listener are always conscious of
the quantity of applicable information held by both parties
and that the differences in language have become integrated
into the language, it is very difficult for a non-native speaker
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of Japanese to assume how much information the other party
has, and this difficulty is thought to emerge as a problem of
misuse or communication. Conversely considered, it is thought
that this is how politeness is realized in Japanese.
Observations were made of the types of contexts and parties
associated with the use of the following particles: “-po” and

« 2, &

-ne”; ““ne” and “-daro,” which express agreement and request
for agreement; and “-daro” and “-nodaro,” which request confir-
mation. As a result, the existence of politeness in the Japanese
language is thought to be confirmed through such questions as
how one assumes how much information the other party pos-
sesses and thereby selects a language style. In that process,

« >

-y0,” which conflicts with a negative face, is avoided, but the
“90” that appeals to the consciousness of a positive face is used.
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LR EWEE LRSS, JOEMICI I a=r—vavaiTdo LT
bo SMRNIE 3 Y 2= —va v ERERMITE, BEWI Atz En
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MWHTh b,

2. Brown and Levinson ® &£ 5 1 b % X FZy
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DLEDL T NE AL KIS 2 2 E3—RMAFOmMT %2809 L5
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O HFOHTEE»IEEV] B=>0HEKNICL > THESNS &L
Ty ROEH I LL TV S,

HAEICBI2E54 b x208bhT 55
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2. EBRBICEITIZRZA PRZX

FlZ3H EO NictkAYZT T2, bhbhidEDk > IcKBT 3
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AAGEICET2£54 F 2 208bNS 57



(a) negative face: the basic claim to territories, personal preserves, rights

to non-distraction-i.e. freedom of action and freedom from imposition.

(b) positive face: the positive consistent self-image or ‘personality’ (cru-

cially including the desire that this self-image be appreciated and approved of)
claimed by interactants.

DA I TFHEE > TW B negative face $78 b5, HA DS %2
EINKLCBVWEVIERICER L TLE-EWVWS T LI B, DED,
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Hiemsd k2B ERETIC, (25257 —TWEFSHE L&D
Ehtchpbib LTFD, BMEFEHicirgid 2 k2 nEHEF -2 T3
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aOMMSNIERPHEFOMS LV L, [TV I LT
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(2) XKE#E=xR
Bt TLIFLIED VOB E L THEET S (25T k] 22T
] EEBE TwoTd k] Tvwocdhal bHUOBABEEHICE ->T
BEHABRONHTH D, TRObNONIEFLED K D ITHFEEF V4T
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TEEEWRL, TVOLTTR] BABEEIINA 7 4 M3b BT EAEE
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TR ICHHYNT 20T, FBLUIDHEFOHTORBREN TR T =
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DOEMICHE LRSI A P2 XEZ[MHLTWE EEZ B,
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NTL20TH 5,

(T) BIE->7T-EHFE, A & BRANIED %,

ArBLLLTYR,
B:BLLWLTLxI, /xPBULLLTTR,
(7)) ABLVFICOLZ NS vOEHABNLEENH L, ABEHE
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A ZZOEFBLLLTLEY, /*IOEFBLLWVWTT
M,

B:ZA, BLLLTTR,
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9 X: Zofh, wuilitdhi,

Y:?2?29A VOlliZZRZ, SOVHITL &,
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PEENICIENHELEVS ENRILT [EELFICEDEVED D
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B ARERANBED TV,
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Al (LZoE¥R) BLLWLTL&I, /*xBLLWVTT R,
B:ZZ, BLLWLTIR,

(10DABL b EHFZENHDOTLE G- T b,
ArBulug,
BB LUV,

ADITBVWT, Al ra~Bycuninwicsinbsd, [
DEFEBOLV] EE->TVWEDTHENE, TNIFFIEHHICBITS A
DHWT T8 < MEITIF/HW TG £ TRt L TV 2 &EEX 5N 5,
T, AOITBVT AT S X MBATREICIE 2 D 1F, T DY A3 F G IR
ELTOFELTFoHMAERD L TWE o oiswn, TOHREFIHE
199 o {FrrmBIEr) & EREWEER) 28T 5 L TlAT
XBLEZ B,

Hhf5 (1994 @ pp. 42-52) 312 T, KDL S IZHM LTV B,

(1Da. I think that Tom is a spy.

b. bz Lix bans zoxqzE o,

c. brzlid bap =z q2E HoTWa,

YY) T 43 CGREERICB U 23 LFOLMEE) t WO FHETE
EDDBENTED, 5D T 4 1FRKE O L TFOFEERE@ILN
RBEEE WD =D DERM OO AL > TW D, Fahilbh & ZBAERD
LB DT, EEREAKFOREEEMHDHT, LrL, ThiZuT
FAT THREER A S > I BREMEAER) (instantanecous
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IKf) (durational present) DOWEENDH D T OA[FEMZE bio 12

NI S0, Lichs-> TUDa TIRERMMBER O FE AT & i

BIFFE OFEA I b 15 5 05, HARE T il o X33 IR I 572 5 2k

DIEPIIIME N TV S,

DE D, HFED think ITHYST 2HSHHAETE [BH] & [H-T
W5 O oORABAE LTEEALTEY, [ R 225 ) 3B
B EZE L, T2 22E - T05 | IFHEMERAEKREELEL TV
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LWS LI BEDTHB, COWMEEEMT 5L, A0)AMDITBWVWT
FAIND FEEE I3 EE L F OB BIER Ic B I 22 &K L. 5o v
DFEEX FFHIBIERICE T 2 Wi 2 KT LEHI LA TELDOTRE
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LTETVWA EF#b2VIEBELTVWAZ EAE2—7 L, RIFEE LT
M OEREFIHERE LTHA TSI 2 —2 LTLEELIELN
HBHESHIENTE S, 2D, HFREEEZRDID[EEERLICD
THEBITBVT, BEOEMESEIc NS 5 L2 ST 284
d. X TRBLI BT EBBIRTLEEZONS, [HOWE-72EY] T
botch, THHDEEICRWT W AE] Th DL HIT, MZOHFRNMNH S
DITHREESINE O—F OO IS DR D WITHET 5P O Thhid, 1§
WMEG LR ICH S FLENEC ZEEENIRE VDT, (TYBXT®)
DI O BUEENL D, Lich->THED MNERSHE T L0 b
LFICEDEOEDLY ZHO>NETH 256, F VLI ENTELL
VS HVEVRRERBILD YFOFREBIRICEN D 2551213,
FEBLUOREERkERDLTOICxZRINT 2L 3TERV] £T50
MEOBEYTHEEEZ L, TOFRZENT L, FovaERT L0
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FOMEMERIERFICB I EEERT 2328 RNT 2L 05854 P xR
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ERWEEEZONE, (12) DRI EYIC L CTHRED [FHE->TEN LD
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