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Aid to Trade
—The failure of the “HOPE for Africa Act” and
the Success of the “African Growth and Opportunity Act”—

Hisayo KUSHIDA

U.S. policy on sub-Saharan Africa seems to have changed
from aid to trade during the Clinton administration. Clinton’s
Africa trade initiative of 1997 and his support for the “African
Growth and Opportunity Act” (the African trade bill) show a
shift in emphasis to trade, rather than aid. The bill tries to pro-
mote free trade and privatization in sub-Saharan Africa and
plans to establish a U.S.-Africa free trade zone in the future.
Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr. and his supporters criticized the
African trade bill for the economic neocolonialism of U.S. cor-
porations. To counter the bill, Jackson introduced the “HOPE
for Africa Act,” which aimed at deft relief, fair investment and
trade, and development assistance in sub-Saharan Africa in
1999. Jackson’s effort, however, proved fruitless. The aim of
this paper is to examine the fundamental change in U.S. eco-
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nomic policy toward sub-Saharan Africa since the cold war.
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