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Anarchical Society?
—A Study on Images of Contemporary African Conflict—

Takehiko OCHIAI

One of the most significant developments in the literature on
African politics of the 1990s is the quantitative and qualitative
expansion of conflict study. Attempts at the analysis of con-
temporary African conflict have developed several different
approaches, notably those invoking state collapse, the econom-
ics of conflict, warlord politics, the crisis of the patrimonial
state, a revolt of youth, or social and cultural factors as keys to
explanation. The aim of this article is to review the literature
on contemporary African conflict, paying attention to five dif-
ferent but complementary images relating to conflict in Africa
—1l.e. container, ecosystem, business, mask, and network.
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