sl D 75 D HAR
— NS DONNBEREE R H—

K e —

Japan’s Position in the Changing World Order

—The Importance of Foreign Policy—

Shoichi SUITA

In the past Japan showed a surprising performance in modern
economic growth, but was not successful in the area of foreign
affairs. In the new century too, Japan will run a gauntlet in
the same field, especially with regard to the national security
system.

Japan’s security is not an easy problem. From the point of
view of the near future, the Japan-U.S. security system will be
effective in maintaining stable conditions in Asia. But if this
system means Japan’s excessive subordination to the United
States, then the situation will be unfortunate for both coun-
tries.

So from the long-term view, Japan should emphasize more
independence and put more emphasis on Asia than nowadays.
Then the Japanese nation will be ready to risk defending the
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country by itself. The fundamental approach of enforcing ties
with Asia must be adopted not only in the economic area but
also in the political area.

In the past these actions were ad hoc in many cases, but
nowadays a comprehensive and strategic program is necessary.
Japan does not hold military-foreign power under its Con-
stitution. That is to say, Japan does not use military power to
resolve international conflicts, except in self-defense. This is a
very unique case in the present world, but Japan should hold
this policy as an idealistic principle in the world political sys-
tem.

In the above conditions, Japan, must enforce foreign policy
power, namely to define the nations aim and mission in the
new world system, to install a new policy-making organiza-
tion—a so-called national policy center—and to cultivate per-
sons of ability. This is an urgent matter today.
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