
PopularamongprogressiveJapaneseeducatorsduringthe
1920s,thetermkokusaika-----anditscommonEnglishequiva-
lent・internationalization・-----allbutdisappeareduntilgovern-
ment,business,andeducationalleadersduringthe1970sand
1980sembraceditasapopularslogan.Inaceremonyheldin
TokyoinFebruary1987markingNationalFoundationDay,
NakasoneYasuhiroralliedthenationinhiscallforJapan・s
transformationintoan・internationalstate・（kokusaikokka）.
Thekokusaikalabelhasbeenattachedtoprojectsasdiverseas
investmentfundsandenvironmentalNGOs,withacommon
threadofmeaninggenerallytakenforgranted.Fifteenyears
on,withJapanfacingitsmostseriouseconomictroublessince
theendofthewar,kokusaikaisstillregularlyinvoked,ifnotal-
wayswithasmuchenthusiasmasinyearspast.Inthisessayan
attemptismadetounderstandthetermasitisusedinpopular
discoursethroughacriticalanalysiswhichplacesthetermin
thebroadersocialframeworkof・imaginedcommunities.・

ProblemsDefiningKokusaika

AsurveyinJapandoneinthe1980sconcerninghowkokusaika
wasunderstoodbymostJapanesecitizensrevealedgenerally
vaguenotionsconcerningJapan・sincreasedopennesstothe
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worldoranabilitytodealwith・foreign・ideas（Mouerand
Sugimoto,1986）.Inacountryoftennotedforitsadaptation
anddevelopmentof・western・science,suchthoughtsmay
comeaslittlesurprise.Whetherreferredtoaskokusaikaorthe
earlierMeijiformulationdatsu-A,nyu-O（・outofAsia,into
Europe・）,concernoverthemeritsanddrawbacksofanin-
creasedinterchangewiththeworldoutsideJapanhasoften
beenexpressedinaseeminglyself-evident,yetcuriouslyob-
scurelanguage.
Socialcritics,newsreportersandeditorialists,corporate

spokespeople,academics,andotherself-styled・opinionlead-
ers・have,needlesstosay,playedamajorroleindeveloping
notionsofkokusaikaandimagesofopeninguptotheworldare
recurrentthemesingovernment,business,andacademicdia-
loguesbothwithinJapanandinJapanStudiesseminars
throughouttheworld.AsoneKyotoUniversityprofessorput
itinanaddresstotheJapanFoundation:

・Internationalizationmeansdoingawaywithborders,and

today,whenthereisacontinuingincreaseofpopulationmove-

mentacrossnationalboundaries,thenationalborderofJapanis

becomingincreasinglythinandlow.・

Similarly,inapaperentitled・VersionsofSelf-Image:A
JapanesePerspective,・HiroseYokooftheJapaneseNational
InstituteofMulti-MediaEducationevokestheimageofa
largergroupofnationstowhichJapanmightopenitsdoors.
Shenotes,・Japaneseoftenusethewordkokusaika（internation-
alization）tosignifythedesireofmanyJapanesetobecome
moreapartofthe・worldcommunity.・・
Incontrast,culturalanthropologistMillieCreightonviews

internationalizationintermsofitspossiblerepercussionson
Japanesesociety.Internationalization,shenotes,・hasbeen
takentoinvolvethefurtheropeningofJapanesesocietytofor-
eigninfluences.・
Butitisworthaskingifkokusaikaisquiteasuncomplicated

anotionasitmayfirstappear.Evenintheapparentlysimilar
examplesabove,onesensesvaryingshadesofapprehensionre-
gardingJapan・spermeableborders,itsdesireandabilityto・fit
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in・withdifferentcommunities,thedistressingnotionof・for-
eign・influences,andtheneedtoprojectJapan・simageabroad.
Theseconcernshintatwhatsomeskeptics（Hall,1997;

Iwabuchi,1994）believeisadeceptivelyfluidnaturetotheuse
ofthediscourseofinternationalization.Theyclaim,inessence,
thatkokusaikaembodiestwoopposingand contradictory
stances,namely:（1）Japanneedstochangeandopenuptothe
world,and（2）Japan・suniqueculture,bydefinition,precludes
itfrombecomingatrulyinternationalcountry.Thisseemsa
ratherharshandperhapsunwarrantedcriticisminlightofthe
manyearnestandoftenhistoricallyquiteadvancedproposals
forinternationalunderstandingmadebyJapanforwellovera
century.ConsiderthisexcerptfromapetitiontotheLeagueof
NationsmadebyShimonakaYasaburoin1920and1921:

Theeducationofpeople,wedaresay,isstillpredominantlyin-

fluencedbynationalegoism.Solongasegoismisallowedto

persist,allothereffortstowardpeaceandunderstanding,weare

afraid,willbeofnopermanentvalue.Wecannot,therefore,

toostronglyinsistthatwithoutaninternationalorganizationof

educationalinfluences,whichshalleffectivelycounteractallthe

hiddenforcestendingtowardimperialism andmilitarism,no

leagueofnationscanpossiblyattainitsobject.（Lincicome,

1999）

FewproposalsattheleaguethatyearcouldhavematchedS
himonaka・sforinsightandsincerity.Andyet,thediscourseof
internationalizationhasclearlyevolvedsincethe1920s,under-
goingthedistortionsofwarandrapidsocialchange.So,what
groundsthenexistforsuchskepticismabouttheintentionsof
kokusaika?Andifthereis,infact,anunspokenmotivecon-
tainedinthediscourseofkokusaika,shoulditbeinterpreted
simplyascommonprudence,guardedconservatism,orper-
hapssomethingevenmoreself-serving?
Inthefollowingsections,Iraisesomeoftheprincipalques-
tionssurroundingthenotionofkokusaika�internationalization
（usedinterchangeablyhereafter）andpotentialproblemswith
itsusage.Iexaminetheideologicalunderpinningsoftheories
ofcommunityandexclusionastheyrelatetoJapan,howthe
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conceptsofkokusaika�internationalizationfitintothismodel,
andhowtheyareusedvariouslybydifferentindividualsand
organizations.Examplesfrom editorials,opinionpieces,lec-
tures,promotionalmaterial,etc.areused todetermine
whetherandtowhatextentthesetermsaredrawnuponto
maintaindiscoursesofexclusion.

ManufacturedIdentityCrisis

Thefollowingexcerptfromaninterviewwithauthorandaca-
demicNormaFielddiscussesanarticlewrittenforTheChicago
Tribuneaboutthe1998NaganoOlympicsandwhatshere-
gardsastheAmericanreporter・scuriouslackofimagination.
Shenotesthathe

...couldn・tgetpasttheconsciousnessthathavingastrongna-

tionalidentity,asenseofprideandnationalidentityisnotonly

agoodthing,butprobablyanecessarything.Thisarticleends

upportrayingtheambivalenceasifitwereapathologyinstead

ofsuggestingthatitmightnotonlybereasonable,buthealthy

tohaveasenseofskepticismaboutnationalpride.

Theassumptionherethateverycitizenofacountryshould
naturallyfeelanassociationwithsomenation-stateanditsciti-
zensisattheveryrootofnationalism.Ironically,discoursesof
nationalpride,whileintendedtoinsurethatthesefeelingsre-
mainstrong,actuallypresupposetheirexistence.Why,one
mustask,ifpeopletrulypossessanaturalloveforthestate,is
itnecessarytoconstantlyreinforcethenotionwithsymbols
andimagessuchasflagsandnationalhymns?Considerthe
ambivalencemanyfeelaboutloveofthestateclearlyreflected
inthefactthatthereexist-----inbothEnglishandJapanese-----
twoseparatetermstoexpressthenotion:nationalismandpa-
triotism（kokkashugi,aikoku）,dependingonwhetheroneis
referringtooneselfortosomeoneelse.・Iamapatriot・one
claimsratherimmodestly,whereas・He・sanationalist.・
Whichevertermisemployed,thenationanditsperceiveddis-
tinctivenessisthebasisforinclusion,andassuch,itiscrucial
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todevelopbothinclusiveandexclusivediscourses-----theusvs.
themrhetoricfoundintextsasfarrangingasmahjongclub
newslettersanddiatribesfromtheKuKluxKlan.
IthasbeensuggestedbycriticsofJapanesedistinctiveness
theory（Nihonjinron）thatsocially-constructednotionsofJapa-
neseexoticismalongwithaheightenedvigilanceagainstfor-
eigninfluenceshaveservedtolinkkokusaikadiscoursewith
ideasofJapaneseuniquenessandidentity.Manywouldsee
thisconjunctionofanominallyuniversalistkokusaiposition
andovertlyrelativistnotionsofJapaneseuniquenessaswholly
incompatible.Yetothershaveargued,convincinglyIbelieve,
thatthenotionsworkincloseconcert.IwabuchiKoichi,ina
paperentitled・ComplicitExoticism:Japananditsother,・
makesthenotableclaimthatthe・popularityofNihonjinronhas
beeninseparablefromthediscourseonkokusaika（internation-
alization）whichhasaccompaniedtheimpactofglobalisation
inJapan.・
If,asIwabuchisuggests,thesetwocontrastingnotionshave
indeedbecomelinked,howthenarewetoreconciletheoften
radicalclaimsforJapaneseseparatenessandexclusivityso
commonintheoriesofNihonjinronwithconflictingnotionsof
opennessandintegrationexpressedinmostcommondefini-
tionsofkokusaika?Iwabuchioffersapossibleexplanation.
Kokusaika,henotes,

...manufacturesanemptyspacewithinthedominantideol-

ogy,intowhichpeoplecaninvesttheirowndesiresdifferently

butpositively.Theemptyspaceisbeingfilledwith・howto・in-

ternationalizeJapanandtheJapanese・correctly・.Thepopular-

ityofNihonjinronsincethe1970shastobeunderstoodinthis

contextofkokusaika.Nihonjinrontendstofunctionasa・manual・

forkokusaika.

Thisnotionofhowbestto・correctly・internationalizeJapan
isechoedinthehopefulexpressionsofmanysocialtheorists----
-bothwithinJapanandabroad-----concerningthefutureof
Japan.Inaneditorialwrittenforthecentennialanniversaryof
theJapanTimes,notedNihonjinron-sha（Japaneseuniqueness
theorist）NakaneChieinterpretsproblemswithlearning

27DemeaningKokusaika:NationalistandNeoliberalDiscourses



EnglishashavingisolatedJapanlinguisticallyandpsychologi-
callyfromtherestoftheworld:

Inshort,Japanisstillenclosedinaworldofitsownwhereonly

Japaneseisusedandspoken,nomatterhoweagerwearetojoin

theoutsideworld.Unlesswemakestrenuouseffortstomake

surethatpeoplewithadequateEnglishabilitytakeuppromi-

nentpositionsinvariousfields,itwouldbedifficulttobreak

downapsychologicalbarrierthatwemaynotknowevenexists.

Hence,thosewhodonotspeakEnglish-----orarenotinanap-
propriately・prominent・position-----arecondemnedtolivein
anenclosedworldbehindapsychologicalbarrier.Herewesee
theclaimmadeearlierofopposingstanceswithinthekokusaika
discourse-----peoplewanttojointheoutsideworld,yetthey
cannotbecauseofsomeinherentinability.
HiroseYokocomplainsofthetendencyofmanyforeigners
toviewJapaneseinastereotypicalmanner.Commentingona
particularguidebookusedbymanyJapanesetravelersgoing
abroad,shenotes:

Althoughthepresentationisverystereotypedandmanyofits

pointsareratherobscure,ifJapanesetravelersrepeattheac-

countofJapaneseculturegiveninthebookandtape,theycan

satisfythepredictablequestionsoftheirforeignfriends.Inthis

way,thesameoldJapanesestereotypesareperpetuatedinavi-

ciouscircleofdisinformationlargelydivorcedfromreality.

Ontheotherhand,Japanesearealsotitillatedbysuchtradi-

tionalpresentationsoftheirsociety.Atthesametimethatwe

complainaboutforeignersmisunderstandingrealJapaneselife,

weappreciatetheattention.Furthermore,itconfirmsourcozy

insularideathatforeignerscannotpossiblyunderstandusany-

way.

Asimplemaximofthepublicrelationsindustryholdsthatthe
extenttowhichdiscourseappears・natural・isafunctionboth
oftime and ofsocialconditioning.Given the proper
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circumstancesandasufficientpassageoftime,groupsoften
adaptsocialbehaviortoextremelimits.Toappreciatethis
subtlefact,oneneedonlyconsiderthesuccessoftobacco
manufacturersinthe1930sinconvincingAmericanwomento
adaptclothingfashionstomatchthecolorsoncigarettepack-
ages.
Languageisthemostsocialofallhumanbehaviors,yet
rarelydoitsproducersorconsumerspausetoconsiderthehis-
toricalconditionsunderwhichaparticulardiscourseenters
・mainstream・usage.Formostofus,theprocessbywhichsuch
discourseissampled,negotiated,slowlytested,andatsome
pointabsorbedintogeneralpracticeisaseamless,ifsometimes
chaotic,extensionofsociallife.
Evenso,itisthissocial-historicalbackgroundwhichgoes

intomakinguptheessentialcomponentsofdiscourse,even
downtothesemanticcomponentsofasinglelexicalitem.Put
inotherwords,theparticularsocialandeconomicconditions
whichinfluencethemeansofdiscursiveproductionandinter-
pretationareessentialinshapingatext.Andthereverseap-
pliesequally;textsarecluesusedtointerpretandreproduce
thelargersocialorder.
Inanycircumstances,butespeciallyduringperiodsofsocial
change,groupsareconfrontedwithandwillfrequentlyadopt
discourseswhichconforminsomerespectstotheirperceived
needs.Theresultingprocessthroughwhichlanguagebecomes
naturalizedis,toalargeextent,anuncontrolled,oftenuncon-
sciousone.Studentsadoptthediscourseandvocabularyof
hip-hopartists,universityprofessorsadoptbusinesslanguage,
andwhenadvantageous,businessexecutiveslearnthelan-
guageofhighschoolgirls.
Incontrasttothisnaturalformoflanguageassimilation,the
cultureindustry（i.e.thepublicrelationsindustry,themass
media,andotherself-appointed・opinionmakers・）havede-
finedtheirbusinessasthepurposefulmanipulationofmeaning
anddiscourse.Discoursecanconfrontusinobviousandeasily
recognizableways,aswiththecigaretteadvertisementsurging
subwaycommutersto・Smoke,Today,・oritcanbeassubtle
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asgraduallyunderstandingmid-waythroughatelephonecon-
versationthattheotherpartyiscallingfromacellphoneona
high-speedtrain.
Itisdueinparttothisobliquenessoflanguage-----thelackof
awarenessofhowlanguagefunctionsinthebackgroundofso-
ciety-----thatdiscourseisabletofunctioninsomanyconflict-
ingandcontradictoryways.Withinthiscontext,itispossible
toconsiderwaysinwhichtermssuchaskokusaikamightbeem-
ployedbydifferentgroupstoachievetheirgoals.
Thequestionofgoals,too,isnotsimple.Theirestablish-

ment,whetherdonealoneorbyagroup,isaprocessofselec-
tion.Goals,likesocialsystems,arenotpredeterminedbut
ratherarenegotiatedfromvariouspointsofinterest,andin
thatsensemustbeviewedasideological.Anyapplicationof
kokusaikaisthereforepredicatedonthenotionofconflicting
ideologies.Whatispotentiallybeneficialforonegroupmaybe
lesssoforanother.Theprocessofcurriculum buildingin
schools,forexample,withoutfirstexaminingthediscourses
usedinconstructingitspartswillobscurethefoundationsupon
andtheprocessesthroughwhichthosediscourseshavebeenes-
tablished.Curriculumachievedinthismannerbenefitssome
interestsdisproportionately-----typicallythosewiththemost
power.

Kokusaikathereforecannoteasilybeunderstoodasanun-
complicated,ahistoricalnotion-----whetherornotsomecom-
plainabout・readingtoomuch・intowords.Firstofall,the
termisemployedbyvariousorganizations,writers,etc.ina
multitudeofsenseswhichincludeitsuseasanindicatorofhow
wellsoftwarehasbeenadaptedfortheInternet,theextentstu-
dentsunderstandforeignlanguages,andtheabilityofbusi-
nessestosellproductsabroad.Secondly,asnotedabove,ithas
beensuggestedthatthetermhasabsorbednotionsofexclusiv-
ityanduniquenessantitheticaltowhatmanycommonlyas-
sumeittomean.Andfinally,attemptstosomehowputkokusai
intopracticeentailthesettingofgoalswhich,duetooneoran-
otherideologicalposition,maybeinstarkcontrasttostated---
--letaloneunderlying-----notionsofinternationalization.
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DiscoursesofUniversalismandRelativism

RuthBenedict,whoseeloquentwartimepropagandaThe
ChrysanthmumandtheSwordinfluencedagenerationofJapan
culturetheorists（includingthehighlyinfluentialIshida
EiichiroandtheaforementionedNakaneChie）,owedakey
debtforhermethodologytotheanthropologistFranzBoas.As
theprincipalproponentofwhatwouldlaterbecomeknownas
・culturalrelativism,・Boasarguedthatone・sownculturalbi-
asesinevitablyinfluenceinterpretationsofdifferentcultures.
Asasimpleruleofthumb,cross-culturaltheorists-----andtour-
istsreturningfrom foreignlocations-----drawourattentionto
thefactthatculturalassumptionsfrequentlyfailuswhiletrav-
elingabroad.Extremeinterpretations,ontheotherhand,have
ledtothetotalrejectionofanyoverarchinguniversalnormsby
whichculturescanbejudgedandclaimsthateverysociety
mustbeunderstoodsolelyonitsownterms.
Butwhatwereoncepleasforpatienceinunderstanding

othercultureshavesometimesledtomereethnocentrismboth
onthepartoftheobservedandtheobserver.Thiswasclearly
thecasewithBenedict・sstudyofJapanandtheplethoraof
uniquenesstheorieswhichsprangupinitswake.Insteadofun-
derstandingculturaldifferencesashistoricallyshapedbyinter-
nalandexternalforcesandthereforeasflexible,theoristsboth
inJapanandabroadseizeduponnotionsofculturaluniqueness
tounifyandcodifytheJapaneseculture（Morris-Suzuki,
1987）.Inaprocessofcomplicitself-stereotyping,Japanand
the・West・engagedinagameoftheoreticalnationbuilding
EdwardSaidhascalledOrientalism-----awayofconceptualizing
theOrientandtheOccidentwhichsetsupcategoricaldistinc-
tionsbetweenthetwo.Saidobservesthat

...averylargemassofwriters,amongwhomarepoets,novel-

ists,philosophers,politicaltheorists,economists,andimperial

administrators,haveacceptedthebasicdistinctionbetween

EastandWestasthestartingpointforelaborateaccounts
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concerningtheOrient,itspeople,customs,・mind,・destiny,and

soon....

Seeninthissense,theopposingrelativist-universalistframe-
workwhichJapaneseandwesternculturaltheoristsemployto
defineoneanotherseemsbestsuited tothecausesof
ethnocentristsandracialtheorists.Therearenovulgarismsor
epithetshere,noill-manneredslurs.Andyettheultimateef-
fectofthistypeofdiscourseistodistancetheforeignerfrom
theinterpreter・sviewpoint-----whetherornotthisisthecon-
sciousintentionoftheproducer.Thus,FrankGibney,author
ofJapan:TheFragileSuperpower,offersthisexplanationfor
Japan・spersistenthesitancyin・openingup・totheWest:

Tomyminditisaghost.Awell-reveredghost,itishallowedby

tradition.Itsstilllivelypersona,amazinglytenacious,fastened

hisholdonthiscountrythreecenturiesagoandremainsdisin-

clinedtoletgo.TokugawaIeyasu,ofcourse.Insomanyways

Japan-----forallitsdemocraticfreedomsandtechnologicalmod-

ernity-----isstillTokugawa・scountry.Thecastofmindthesho-

gunfastenedonhissubjects-----animposeddocility-----ishardto

break.Ithasweathered（andhindered）twosweepingreforms

inthepastcenturyandahalf.Itisnowhauntingtheadvocates

ofa・ThirdOpening.・

ManyJapanesewillsenseinthisdescriptionaculturalno-
man・s-landdemarcatedbetweenthemandtheWest.Notethe
・ghost,・amythicalspiritoftenevokedtoexplainawayphe-
nomenonwhichdonoteasilyfitintoourworldview.Thispar-
ticularghostisdefinedbyits・tenacious・abilitytokeepthe
Japanesefromstrayingfrom・tradition.・Opposedtoanyreal
currentforcesofrepressioninJapanesesocietywhichmightbe
workingagainstpeople・sfreedom,weareofferedaparticular
・castofmind・anda（self?）・imposeddocility.・
CompareGibney・squotewiththefollowingpassageby

NemotoJiro,formerchairmanoftheJapanFederationof
EmployersAssociations（Nikkeiren）:

UnlikecountriesinEuropeandAmericathatvaluethesingle-

mindedpursuitofprogressanddevelopment,Japanvaluesthe

searchofharmonyandconsensus.Suchanationaltraitshould
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becomeallthemoreimportantinthefuture....Inthe130

yearswetooktomodernizeJapan,wehavealwayshadourfeet

well-anchoredinboththeEastandtheWest.Asweexplorethe

unknownterritoryofaglobalage,wewoulddowelltokeep

sightofWesternvalueslikefreedomanddisciplinewhilework-

ingtofusethemwithourownpassionforharmonyandconsen-

sus.

HerethecontrastsbetweenEastandWestareevenmore
clearlydefined.WhileJapanvalues・thesearchofharmony
andconsensus,・Westerncountries,wearetold,seemobsessed
withthemoremundane・progressanddevelopment.・And
thesearenotsomuchactivities,weareassured,as・national
traits・whichcanonlyintensifyinthefuture.Values,itseems,
aresomehowpermeable,though,sinceWesternoneslike・free-
dom anddiscipline・canactuallybefusedwithmoretradi-
tionalJapanese・passion（s）forharmonyandconsensus.・
Inbothcasesabove,wecanseetheprocessofauniversalist

viewservingtodefineaculturalrelativism whichJapanese
uniquenesstheorists-----bothJapaneseandWestern-----thenuse
toimposedistinctculturalvaluesonthenationanditspeople.
AlthoughgenerallyviewedasrelevantonlyinJapan,somein
businessandgovernmentcircles,harkingbackto（orperhaps
presaging?）・Asianist・doctrines（toashugi,toyoshugi）,haveat-
temptedtorelatethesevaluestoawiderAsia.Inveiledrefer-
encestorightistpoliticianIshiharaShintaroandHarvard
ProfessorSamuelHuntington,formerAmbassadortothe
UnitedStates,KuriyamaTakakazu,disapprovesofeffortsby
individualsheclaims

...seektoidentifytheirideawiththenotionof・Asianvalues,・

asopposedto・Westernvalues,・aspreachedbycertainpolitical

leadersinAsia.Theyrefusetorecognizethatcertainfunda-

mentalhumanvaluesareuniversalinnature.Theytendto

overplaytheuniquenessofvariousculturesandvalues.Inthis

sense,they certainly sharea common ground with the

Americanscholarwhoprophesiesthe・clashofcivilizations.・

AsIhavenoted,muchofthediscourseconnectedwith
kokusaikadealswithquestionsof・openingup,integration,
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crossingborders,foreigninfluences,・allnominallysuggestive
ofauniversalistapproachtotheworld.Still,thereappearsto
beamarkedincreaseintheoriesofparticularitywhichspeak
todiscoursesofrelativism.Thismovementtowardonepole
whileholdingfasttoanotherischaracteristicofanumberof
Nihonjinrontheorists.NakaneChie,whosepowerfulimagesof
aJapanese・verticalsociety,・althoughsomewhatdated,still
remaininfluential,statescategoricallythat・...thereseems
nottoexistsuchahomogeneoussocietyasJapaninthecon-
temporaryworld・（Nakane,1988）.
TsunodaTadanobu,whosepopularbooksdetailingWester
n-ers・inabilitytohearthecriesofcicadas,whiledelighting
someJapanesereaders,baffleWestern-----andmanyJapanese-----
scientists.PeterDale（1993）pointstotheincongruenceofTs
unoda・ssimultaneousappealtotheuniversalityofscientific
normsontheonehandandhisinsistencethatscienceiscul-
ture-boundontheother.Intermsreminiscentofwhatwartime
linguistEkoyamaTsuneakicalledthe・divinelyendowed
Yamatolanguage・（Keigoho,inMiller,1990）,Tsunodainsists
thatJapanese,whileclearlyanaturalhumanlanguage,re-
mainswhollyunique.Commentingsomewhatinaccuratelyon
comparativelinguistics,henotes:

InJapanese,pureconsonantsarenotusedandthuswordsin-

variablyendinvowels.That・sthesortofpeculiarlanguageitis,

andinthisregarditdiffersprofoundlyfromWesternlanguages.

Miller（1982）noteshowculturaltheoristshavepromotedthe
linkbetweenrace,culture,andlanguagewitha

...myththatarguesthatthereisaneedforforeignerstolearn

theJapaneselanguagebutalsosimultaneously...thatthe

Japaneselanguageissouniquelydifficultthatitisallbutim-

possibleforanyonetolearnit,whetherJapaneseorforeig-

ner.

Perhapsmorethananyoftheaboveexamples,what
broughttheissueofJapaneseculturalrelativismtothefore
weretradeconflictsbetweenJapanandWesterncountries-----
especiallytheUnitedStates-----duringthe1970sand1980s.
Bothuniversalistandrelativistrhetoricwasemployedin
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attemptstoprovehoweither・universalnotionsoffreetrade・
orthe・uniqueJapanesemarketeconomy・shouldprevail.Hall
（1997）characterizesthestruggleinthefollowingmanner:

AstheUnitedStatesandEuropebegantolosepatienceandas

domesticresistancebuiltupinJapaninthe1970s,Japanesein-

tellectualsspuntheirtheoriesof・uniqueness・tojustifyspecial

treatmentfortheircountry.However,whenEuropeanand

Americanrevisionistwritersinthelate1980sjoinedthisexplo-

rationofJapanesedissimilarity,Tokyocried・Foul!・andcom-

plainedofWesternculturalabsolutism.

InHall・sview,Japaneseintellectualsconstructedthesetheo-
riesasaresultofpressurefrom outsidetoopenupJapan・s
tightlycontrolledmarketsanddistributionsystem.Heseems
tobeimplyingthatalthoughthepressureitselfwasforeign,
thedoctrinesofuniquenessformulatedinresponsewerepurely
homegrown.Yettheymaywellhavebeenencouragedbythe
typeofdiscoursefoundindocumentssuchasJapan2000-----a
CIA-sponsoredstudyadvocatingnotionsofJapanesecultural
relativismwithsuchclaimsas:

Theconceptof・universaltruths・intheWesternparadigmhas

longbeentakenforgranted.TheJapanParadigm,ontheother

hand,disallow［s］theexistenceofanysetofabsoluterules.In

Japanthestruggleforeconomicpowerisparamount.The

group,byextension,Japanasanation（thelargestgroup）,must

winatanycost.Intheirvaluesystemalmostanytacticisac-

ceptable.（InBarrelandTanaka,1995）

ActualconcernsaboutJapaneseconsumersappeartobeofless
importancetoeithersideofthisargumentthanconsiderations
ofprofit.Whatisimportanttonoteisthecomplicitmannerin
whichJapanandtheWestappeartouseeachotherasthe
meansofconstructingaframeworkforauniversalistvs.rela-
tivistdiscourse.
Asafinalpointofinterestregardingthequestionofuniver-
salistandrelativistviews,itmaybeworthnotingthesugges-
tionmadebysomethatmostoftheworld・sprincipalreligions
viewthemselvesasuniversalistinthesensethattheyarenot,
forthemostpart,culturebound.Hencetheyacceptadherents
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fromamonganynationalityorethnicity.Amongmajorindus-
trializednations,Shinto,incontrast,arguablyJapan・sstatere-
ligion（consideringitstieswiththeemperorandthecountry・
swarmemorials）,seemstofinditselfaloneasarelativistrelig-
iontiedtoonecountryandoneethnicgroup.Lackinganypar-
ticularmissionary intentorwidercallsforadherents,
discussionsofinternationalizationseemtohavelittlerelevance
forthemanyshrineswhichdotthehillsidesofJapan.Writing
intheMarburgJournalofReligion,MichaelPyepointstothe
connectionsbetweenproselytizingandinternationalization:

Manyofthepopularnewreligionsandatleastsomeofthetra-

ditionalBuddhistdenominationssuchasJodoShinshuconveya

senseofuniversalism,bywhichismeantthattheyareunder-

stoodtoaddressacommonhumanconditionwhichisnotre-

strictedtoJapanesepeople.Asaresulttheyengageinoverseas

missions,withvaryingdegreesofsuccess.Thisunderstandingof

thewiderappropriatenessofone・sownreligiousbeliefforothers

fitsinneatlywiththecurrentawarenessofJapan・splaceaspart

ofthewidernetworkofnations.

Tosumup,inthissectionIhaveattemptedtoillustratehow
JapanandWesterncountriesapply-----consciouslyorotherwise
-----auniversalist-relativistframeworktotheirrelationship
whichfunctionstodefinemuchofthediscourseusedbetween
them.InJapanthisframeworkactstoproducediscoursesof
distinctivenesswhichthenfacilitatethereconstructionofex-
clusivesocialpatterns.Kokusaikadiscourseappears,inessence,
toembodythecontradictorynatureofthisframework.

Uchi-soto WhichSideAreYouOn?

Anissuethatmanyvocalcriticsclaimputsthelietokokusaika
discourseconcernstherestrictionofnumerousbusinesses,
schools,clubs,andotherinstitutionsinJapantoJapanese.One
infamoussignonaShinjukunightspotisstillspokenofby
manylong-timeforeignresidents:・ClubInternational-----No
Foreigners.・Ifthatsignhassincebeenremoved,manyothers
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havereplaceditincitiesandtownsallacrossJapan.Storiesof
foreignersbeingtossed-----ceremoniouslytobesure-----outof
shopsandrestaurants,rejectedbybanksforcreditcards,orre-
fusedentrytohotelsandpublicbathsaresocommonplace
nowthateventheforeignpress,onceeagertolearnofsuchin-
cidents,hasrecentlybeguntocooltothenews.
Somecriticsnotewithpoignantironythatwhileapartheid

hasbeensteadilydismantledinJohannesburg,itsspecterhas
reappearedinTokyo.Althoughmanyofthesesamecritics
convenientlyoverlookthefrighteningresurgenceofright-wing,
anti-foreignerextremisminEuropeandNorthAmerica,ifthe
Japanesediscourseofinternationalizationistobeunderstood
inanysenseasuniversal,exclusionofforeignersisanissuethat
callsoutforattention.
Insuchaclimate,howdoestherhetoricofopenness,freeex-
changeofideas,desirestojointheworldcommunity,accord,
say,withtheexclusivehiringpracticesofbusinessesand
schoolsinJapan?Historically,companieswithtightlyorgan-
izedheirarchicalstructuresandexpectationsofloyaltyhave
beenhesitanttoacceptanyoutsidersintotheirmidst,much
lessforeigners.Thepublicschoolsystem,too,tightlycon-
trolledbytheconservativeMinistryofEducation,employsas
fewforeignteachersasseemspossible.In1994,outofatotalof
57,488full-timeteachersat98nationaluniversities,only279
wereforeignnationals.Clearly,kokusaidiscoursedoesnotap-
peartoliveuptokokusairealityinthiscase.Whilequestioning
anEducationMinistryofficialduringasessionoftheDiet,
KamiyamaKazutooftheSocialDemocraticParty�Goken
Rengospoketothissubject:

Atsuchatimeasthis,istherereallyanyreasonamongtheuni-

versitiesofJapanwhywehavetocontinueasystemthatgives

theimpressionofdiscrimination,despitethefactthatwearein-

creasinglyintoanageofinternationalization?

ForeignerswhosucceedinlearningJapaneseand・proper・
behaviorclaimtheyareoftengreetednotwiththeexpected
acceptancebutratherwithsuspicion.Inonenotablecase,
GwendolynGallagher,auniversityinstructorinHokkaido,
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wasfiredfromherteachingjobaftermorethantwelveyears
becauseshewasnolongerconsidered・fresh.・Theuniversity
arguedincourtthatthelongerforeignersremaininJapan,the
lessdesirabletheybecomeduetotheirincreasedfamiliarity
withJapanesesociety.
・Freshness・aside,thefactthatauniversitycouldseriously

makesuchstatementsinacourtoflawandnotberepri-
mandedbytheMinistryofEducationandthejusticesystem
revealssomethingabouttheselectiveuseofkokusaikarhetoric.
Kokusaikahere,initsassociationwith・freshness,・summons
upimagesofforeignimportswhich,ifkepttoolong,gobad.
Hall・sclaimthat・Japanesestilltendtoviewkokusaikaasan
internationalizationofthings:ofrailroadsandjetsandham-
burgers...・wouldseemtoputforeignworkersonthesame
levelasfastfoodorautoparts.
Beforecontinuing,awordofcautionregardingterminology

mightbeadded.Theuchi-sotodistinctionssooftennotedin
comparisonsbetweenJapanandtheWesthavebeenvariously
translatedas・inside-outside・or・public-private.・Howclosely
thesetermsoverlapinmeaningisaquestionthatmeritssome
examination.NakagawaNobutoshinotesthat:

・Seken・tendstobeequatedtosoto（theoutside）ofanorganiza-

tion,while・public・tendstohavemoreuniversalisticconnota-

tions.Inotherwords,Anglo-American・public・obligations

seemtobeapplicabletowhatmembersdefineastheuchiaffairs

inJapaneseorganizations.Thisshouldmakethemoraldis-

coursesover・whistleblowing・verymuchdifferentintheU.S.

andinJapan.

Whistleblowing,itisimplied,maybeaforeignimport,and
onemanyJapaneseareunaccustomedtoemploying.Onthe
otherhand,thisattributionofwhatis,inessence,company
loyaltymightalsobetakenassimplyanothermeansofkeeping
peopleintheirplace.

38



Amongtherecurringthemesinthediscourseofinternationali-
zationarethoseof・openingup,・・breakingdownborders,・
andthe・freeexchangeofideas.・Sincethebusinessworldisat
theforefrontofmuchofthedebateoverinternationlization,it
shouldcomeaslittlesurprisethatthemottoesoftheneoliberal
agendaoffreetradefitcomfortablywithinkokusaidiscourse.
Thatbusinessdiscoursehassoeasily・colonized・thediscourse
ofart,education,music,government,andothersspeaksnot
simplyaboutthenaturalworkingsoflanguagebutalsoabout
thepowerofcorporationsinpresentsociety.・Trans-nationals・
arebydefinitioninternationally-mindedorganizations,since
mostoftheirconcernsaretodowithbuyingfromandselling
todifferentcountries.Forthemostpart,governmentsinindus-
trializedcountriessharetheirinterests,andhenceshareacom-
mondiscourse.・Wespeakthesamelanguage・isnotan
uncommonremarkforagovernmentofficialtomaketoacor-
poratehead.KodamaKazuo,counselorforpublicaffairsat
theEmbassyofJapaninWashington,hadthesetellingcom-
mentstomakeduringanaddressatGeorgetownUniversity:

Onthepoliticalandeconomiclevels,internationalization

meanstheformationofborderlesseconomiesinwhichthereis

afreeflowofthings,capitalandpeople,withtheultimatere-

sultoftrueglobalizationinwhichthereisasingleworldmar-

ket.Italsomeansthatthemarketwillexpand,particularly

fromtheintroductionofthemarketeconomytoformerlysocial-

isteconomies,ortheintroductionofcapitalisminChina.And

politically,itmeansthespreadofdemocracytoeverycornerof

theglobe（sometimescalled・thevictoryoffreedom andde-

mocracyandtheendofthehistory・byF.Fukuyama）.

OnedetectsasimilartoneinaremarkbyMiyoshiMasaya,
formerpresidentanddirectorgeneraloftheJapanFederation
ofEconomicOrganizations（Keidanren）:・Wehaveadvocated
the internationalization,and now globalization,ofthe
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Japaneseeconomy.・
Isinternationalismthentobethoughtofasglobalization-----
theopeningoftheworldtothefreemarket?Isinternationali-
zationactuallyneoliberalisminsheep・sdiscourse?Ifnot,what
distinguishestheseconcepts?NemotoJiro,commentingonin-
ternationalizationandthefutureofJapan,noteswithapparent
envythatEuropeangovernmentsare

...pressingformoreflexiblelaborpracticesastheyweanthe

peoplefrom agenerouswelfaresystem,allinthenameofa

Europeancurrencyunion.Britain,however,haschosennotto

betiedbytheEuropeansingle-currencyproject,forthetime

being,optinginsteadtoplacehigherpriorityoneducationre-

formandemployment.Allinall,thismarksatransitionfrom

welfaretowork,somethingNikkeirenhaschampionedall

along.

ClearlyforNemoto,kokusaikaimpliesanopeningupof
Japanandonewithadvantagesforbusinessthathavebeen
heldbackfortoolongbysuchundesirableelementsasa・pri
orityoneducationandemployment・anda・generouswelfare
system.・IskokusaikathentobetakenasameansforJapanese
corporationstofreethemselvesfrom suchrestrictions?This
notionofdisinvestinginJapan・shumancapitalinordertopro-
moteinvestmentcapitalwouldseemtobeinstarkcontrastto
manyNihonjinrontheories,whichplaceimportanceonnational
prideanddignity.
Butevenwhileinternationalizationistrumpetedasthe

waveofthefuture,manyabroad-----andwithinJapan-----remain
suspiciousthatthe・openingup・ofJapanmaybeintendedas
apurelyone-wayconcept.SoExecutiveDirectoroftheSwiss
AsiaFoundationJeanPierreLehmannisabletoclaim,with-
outapparentfearofcontradiction:

Asthebuzzwordofkokusaika（internationalisation）becameom-

nipresentintheJapanesebusinesslexiconofthe1970sand80s,

itwasclear,indeedemphaticallyso,thattheterm meant

internationalisation from Japan,notinternationalisation to

Japan.（Emphasisadded）

TokaiUniversity ProfessorKaratsu Hajimeseemsto
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confirmthesesuspicionswithhislinkingofinternationaliza-
tionandJapaneseexports.Henotes:

ThefactthatproductsbearingJapanesebrandnamesareasno-

ticeableaseverontheglobalmarketindicatesthatJapanese

overseasproductionhasbeenincreasingandtheinternationali-

zationoftheJapaneseeconomyisinprogress.

Judgingfromthesecomments,onemightinferthatkokusaika
isinfactcodeforwhatintheageofnation-stateswascom-
monlycalledimperialismandcolonialism.Inaclassicmodel
ofGramsciancapitalisthegemony,transnationalsareseenas
usinginternationalization・sassociationwithstudentexchanges
andsistercitiestoboosttheircorporateimage,whilesimulta-
neouslyadvancinggoalsofincreasedmarketshareabroad.
Despitetheirassociationwithinternationaltrade,anddis-
countingpublicrelationseffortsontheirbehalf,corporations
haverarelybeenviewedasbeingeitherculturallysensitiveto
othernationsorconcernedwiththelong-termecologicalfate
oftheEarth.Internationaltradeis-----bytheadmissionofmany
corporatemanagers-----aimedsolelyatturningaprofit.Any
goodinthewayofinternationalizationwhichaccruesfromin-
ternationaltradeisahappyadvantagetobesure,butpurely
abyproduct.
AccusationsthenthatJapanandtheJapanesearenotinter-
nationalmayarise,atleastinpart,duetothefactthatmany
ofthedealingsbetweenJapanandothercountriesaredonenot
onapersonallevelbutthroughcorporatemediation.Fairor
not,bothforeignersandJapanesehavecometoacceptthe
stereotypicalviewoftheineptJapanesebusinessmanabroad.
Inagrossgeneralization,thecommoninsensitivityofthebusi-
nesssectoristhustransposedontothenationasawhole,mak-
ingJapanappeartobeanationofeagerandcalculating-----but
certainlynotquite・internationalized・-----businesspeople.
Ironically,RonaldDore（1999）contendsthatreformist（i.e.
・internationalizing・）corporatespokespeopleinJapanarenow
urgingderegulation,liberalization,andotherfreemarketdoc-
trinesonthepublicbyappealstonationalistinterests.Never
mindthatthebenefitsofareformagendawillaccruemainly
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tothetoptenpercentofthepublic.KokusaikaandJapan・sna-
tionalprideareatstake,theyinsist.Doregoesontoaskabout
thereformers:・How couldtheybeaccusedofbeingself-
servingwhenitisnotthemselvesbut・Japan・theyareworried
about?・

Conclusion

Suchcynicaljudgementsofkokusaikaarenotdifficulttofindin
recentyears.Thelabelhastoooftenbeenabused,aswitness
themanyexamplesprovidedinthisessay.Thebusinesspress
andthearchivesofforeignpolicyjournalsaboundwithtexts
waitingtobeanalyzed.Someexampleswillsurelyexpresssin-
cereplansforinternationalizationunhamperedbyegoisticno-
tionsofnationalvanityorpersonalgreed.Otherswillreveala
convolutedrhetoricofinternationalizationofthetypedis-
cussedsofar-----intendedtobolsternarrownationalisticorcor-
porateaimsthroughthepersistentmanagementofnational
identity.
AswiththeprocessofOrientalism,constructionofanover-
archingnationalpersonamaybeginwithcommonmispercep-
tions,mediadistortions,orsimpleprejudices.Nevertheless,
theseimagesaremaintainedbymutualreinforcementbetween
theculturesinvolved.JustasJapanisnotthemythological
countryofgeishasandkimono-cladchildrenfoundinoutdated
Westernpicturebooks,neitherisittheclean,one-dimensional
traditionoforigamiandbondanceswhichmanyJapanesetrav-
elersliketopresentwhileabroad.Inotherwords,Japanese

（nodifferentlythanAmericansandothers）arecomplicitin
keepingconvenientmythsabouttheirownsocietyalive.
Kokusaika-----althoughclearlystillacontestednotion-----appears
tobeoneofthetoolsthathasbeenusedtoadvancenationalist
andexclusivediscourses.
Whetherkokusaikadevelopsanincreasedassociationwith

theoriesofnationalismandneoliberalism,orbecomesatruly
independentnotionbasedonarealizationofbasichuman
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aspirationsandsolidarityamongworldcommunities,isaques-
tionthatwillbecomeincreasinglyimportantforJapanese-----
andthoseresidinginJapan-----toanswer.Nationalistand
neoliberaldiscoursesseemtohaveprovedtemporarilywork-
ablebutultimatelyuneasypartnerswithinternationalization.
Analternativediscourseputforwardin1923byShimonaka
Yasaburobasedonhumanequalityandtheequalityofethnic
groupsproposes・viewingone・sfellowcountrymenthroughthe
eyesofhumanity,insteadofviewinghumanitythroughthe
eyesofone・sowncountrymen.・Whatcurrent・internationali
st・hasstateditwithsuchclarity?
Leftoutofthecurrentanalysisbutnolessimportantare
questionsaboutthenatureofJapan-bashing:Whatdoesit
mean?IsanycriticismofJapan,Japan-bashing?Iscriticismof
Japanesenationalism merelyacontinuationofcolonialdis-
coursesofoppression?Howdoclaimsthatthediscoursesof
kokusaikaandnationalismareassociatedrelatetoJapan・swar-
timelegacyanditsrelationswithitsformercoloniesinAsia?
Asdistinctasthesequestionsmaybe,theycontaininthem

thecoreideaofnationalismandhowitisdefined.Asanimag-
inednotion,nationalismisnot,asBenedictAnderson（1991）
hasclaimed,asuddenrevelationaboutthesplendorandmys-
tiqueofonenativeland.Nationalism,heobserves,・...invents
nationswheretheydonotexist.Politiciansareadeptatplant-
ingsuchinventionsorimaginingsinthemindsoftheirpeople,
especiallyintimesoflossorcrisisorchange.・Thosediscourses
canberesistedandotherssubstitutedintheirplace.Andin
this,perhaps,reststheultimatechallengeofkokusaika.
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