
Thisbookispartofaseriesintendedforstudentsgettingready
tostudyabroad.Inusinganytext,adaptationandexperimen-
tationareoftennecessary.SpeakingbyClareFurneauxand
MarkRignallisatopicandstrategybasedtext.Itsemphasis
isonhavingstudentsresearch,prepare,andpresentinforma-
tiononavarietyofissues.Thetextalsohasliststhroughout
theunitstoaidstudentstomonitortheirownlearningprocess.
Itisveryimportantforuniversitystudentstohave,inaddition
todailyconversationskills,theskillsnecessarytodiscuss,de-
bate,andanalyzeissuesrangingfromthepopulartothepro-
found.Particularlywhentheyareoverseas,studentsareoften
putonthespotbytheirlocatorswiththeexpectationthatthey
arerepresentativeoftheirculture,oftheirclass,oftheirethnic
group,andoftheirgender.Tohavetheadvancedskillsto
speaktotheirclassmates,teachers,andfriends,theymayfirst
havetodoalotoflisteningatvoluminousandvolublerate.
BeinganAmericanteacher,andhavinghadbothstudents
andcolleaguesexpressinterestinniceAmericantexts,why
wouldIadvocateusinginformationfrom Britishculture?
PerhapsforthesamereasonIlikeusingBritishorAustralian
textswithstudents.Togivearathermundaneexample:In
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Americawesay・gas,・inEnglandonesays・petrol.・
Manystudentsdream ofoverseasstudy,andaluckyfew

findwaystogoabroad.Butformost,anativespeakerand／or
aforeigntextmaybetheclosestencounterwithanout-of-
countryexperience.Duetostudents・limitedbudgetsandthe
vastamountofbookstheyareusuallyrequiredtopurchase,if
theyarerecommendedtobuyanexpensivetexts,itshouldbe
worththeirwhile.
Reviewingabookattheendoftheschoolyearatmyprevi-

ousschools,IdecidedtoadaptapartofSpeakingUnit3enti-
tledEducation.ItookalistlabeledtheIdealEducationfrom
thisunitandfromitchosethoseareaspertinenttomystu-
dents.TothislistIaskedthemtoaddwhattheyconsideredas
characteristicsofaperfectlanguageclass.Thiswasagoodway
toindirectlygetfeedbackonmyownconversationclassesand
wouldbeagoodwayforteacherswaryofineptorinconclusive
evaluationstogaugetheirownteachings.Andforme,using
thissortofroundaboutsurveyingwasagoodwaytogauge
boththepositiveandnegativeinteractionsofthatacademic
year.
Thistext・saccompanyingcassettesarequitethoroughand

haveavarietyofBritishIsleaccents.Oneofthelinguistic
thingsthatthrowsstudentsisthefactthathavinglearnedfrom
onespeakerandhavingadjustedtoonetypeofspeaker,itcan
bequitedifficulttoreadjusttospeakersofEnglishfromdiffer-
entcountriesorwithinonecountryfromdifferentdialectical
areas.Assuggestedinoneofthetapescripts,theselecturesare
realisticlisteninginformationbothinrateandamountofaural
inputforstudentswhohavetoswimandnotsinkinthevast
poolofnativespeakerstudentswithwhomtheyarestudying.
Inotherwords,theselectureshelpstudentstolearntolisten
fastandtocomprehendthenaturalspeakingrateoflecturers.
Abook,whethersuperficialorprofound,hastohavesome

catchingquality,andformanystudentstheglossy,advertising
formatofbooksisacatchingandkeepingquality.Oratleast
Igleanthisinformationfrominformalenquettesofthepastaca-
demicyears.Isupposeonereasonthereisonlyaneye-catching
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interestingbookcoverandratherdenseprint,besidesbudget
concerns,aretheauthorsintenttobetakenseriouslyandnot
asanothersong-and-danceroutinetokeepstudentsamused
whiletheywadethroughthe・quoteunquote・moreserious
coursesrequiredofthem.Abooknotjudgedbyitsmisleading
coverwillnotcausestudentstostraytoothermoreinteresting
media,butasanyteacherwantingtoeducateandinform,Iam
quiteawareofthemediabecomingthemessage.Sofroma
verypersonalaestheticpointofview,Iwasdisappointedthat
theprettycoverwasnotmatchedbymoreillustrationswithin.
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