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The Celestial Church of Christ
—An Aladura Church in Nigeria—

Takehiko OCHIAI

The Celestial Church of Christ is an aladura church founded by
Samuel B. J. Oshoffa in 1947 at Port Novo, French West
Africa. The Celestial Church rapidly expanded after Oshoffa
moved the base of his ministry to Lagos, British Nigeria, in the
early 1950s. Aladura means a “person who prays” in Yoruba,
and aladura churches are a “Christianity Made-in-Yoruba-
land,” whose common features are possession, prophesy, speak-
ing in tongues, faith healing, and exorcism. Although other
aladura churches are in a state of stagnation or decline, the
Celestial Church expanded within and without Nigeria
throughout the late 1990s. Today the Celestial Church has
1,864 parishes in Nigeria and 329 parishes abroad. The aim of
this article i1s to examine the Celestial Church’s historical de-
velopment, doctrines, organizational structures, rituals, and
gender.
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N F 3 4 33 77 T4 KA 22 22 0
7 7Y v A 13 15 15 a¥ 15 16 7
* 7w 243 | 278 14 75 b= 10 10 0
* v K 226 | 233 3 ARy F 17 17 0
* 3 106 109 3 ~NR T 4 4 0
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Eas 71 74 4 oy F—F 2 2 0
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Y= 6 7 16 & gt 1,649| 1864 13

(B 4 Y= ) 7 TR, 1996FICETHENBIES h, ThETT 7Y v @FBEH & 30/
DO S T W ET S EIR I E £ 36 & W S RERANE B T L. L L, REMEK
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(1)  The Celestial Church of Christ, Bible Lessons and Parishes, Lagos: International Head-

quarters of the Celestial Church of Christ, 1995 and 1999% & & IZEE{ERK.
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75 VR 7 15 114 | #4 — L (BDRC) 1 1 0
T A A 26 49 89 |a—rYET—| 140| 136| A3
/i 2t 68 198 8 TIWVFEFT 7Y 1 1 0

KR 1 23| 2,200

TS 1 1 0
Ny 17 17 0
N 198 | 201 2
& &t 266 | 329 24

(Hi#1)  The Celestial Church of Christ, Bible Lessons and Parishes, Lagos: International Head-
quarters of the Celestial Church of Christ, 1995 and 1999% & & ICHFEEELKL.
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