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An Analysis of the Consent of Conflict Parties for
the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization

Mariko SHO]JI

The aim of this thesis is to study the consent of conflict parties
for the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization
(UNTSO). The consent has been historically changed.

Firstly, on 29 May 1948, the Security Council, in resolution
50, called for a cessation of hostilities in Palestine and decided
that the truce should be supervised by an UN mediator, with
the assistance of a group of military observers. After resolution
50 was adopted, the conflict parties accepted the resolution. In
June 1948, UNTSO was dispatched. Subsequently, the
General Armistice Agreements of 1949 were concluded among
the four parties. The foundation of the consent of the conflict
parties was these four General Armistice Agreements of 1949.
In the case of UNTSO, the consent of conflict parties was not
given before dispatch.
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In 1956 the second Middle East war broke out, and Israel
denounced the General Armistice Agreement with Egypt of
1949. The Secretary-General did not accept this unilateral de-
nunciation as valid, so the UN interpretations of the consent of
conflict parties were still effective.

During the June 1967 war, the United Nations showed two
different attitudes to the consent of conflict parties while at the
request of the Egyptian Government, the United Nations
Emergency Force 1 (UNEF 1) was withdrawn. On the other
hand, the United Nations rejected the request of the Israeli
Government. Having denounced the Armistice Agreement
with Egypt in 1956, Israel denounced the other three
Armistice Agreements after the war of 1967. Accordingly, the
UN machinery for the supervision of these Armistice
Agreements has been maintained. Following the Arab-Israeli
war of June 1967, UNTSO performed a new mandate, which
was the monitoring of the cease-fire in the Suez Canal area and
the Golan Heights. On instructions from the Secretary-
General, the Chief of Staff of UNTSO contacted the Israeli,
Syrian, and Egyptian authorities and made practical arrange-
ments with them. These arrangements were the consent of the
conflict parties.

During the October 1973 war, UNTSO in the Suez Canal
sector was placed under the operational control of the
Commander of UNEF II. And UNTSO in the Israel-Syria
sector was incorporated into the United Nations
Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF). Over these 51
years, from 1948 to the present, the consent to UNTSO from
the conflict parties has been challenged by violation, denuncia-
tion, modification and incorporation. But rising above the long
time, the most principal consent of conflict parties for UNTSO
has been the four General Armistice Agreements of 1949.
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