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Book Review Essay: Poverty in Rich Countries

Hisayo KUSHIDA

Nickel and DimedJ 20010 by essayist Barbara Ehrenreich, delivers
an emotional jolt to people worldwide because it shows that
the lower class in American society, which lacks a well-estab-
lished social security system, consists of working poor. This
seems peculiar, given that the United States is the world’s
richest country. In addition to Nickel and Dimed, books on the
problem of poverty, or the widening disparity between rich
and poor, in advanced democratic countries are getting
much attention. This review essay focuses on books dealing
with these social problems. The main concerns are the nega-
tive effect of capitalism, which negatively affects social democ-
ratic values, such as equality and humanity, on the one hand
and promotes the lack of citizen-oriented democracy on the
other. Robert B. Reich’s Supercapitalism: The Transformation of

gbooboooooooooboooooooooooooooo

Associate Professor of History of American Politics, Faculty of International Studies,
Keiai University.

0000000000 220020080 1200175



Business, Democracy, and Everyday Lifdl 20070and Colin Crouch’s
Post-Democracyd 20030show the causes and remedies of a bad sit-
uation of liberal democracy under excessive capitalism. Finally,
the essay explores solutions to the above problems.
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