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On the Poet John Keats’s Rare Sonnet
“On the Grasshopper and Cricket”

Kihachiro OKUDA

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the poet Keats’s striking
originality in his rare sonnet entitled “On the Grasshopper
and Cricket.” The first thing to explain is that a sonnet is a
poem that has 14 lines. Each line has 10 syllables, and the
poem has a fixed pattern of rhymed] /abba/ /abba/ /cde/
/cde/0, which is called the “Italian Form” or “Petrarchan
Sonnet.” The second is to state that a bird symbolizes a choir,
which is a group of people who sing together in a cathedral or
a large church between the altar and the nave. The third is to
indicate that a grasshopper is an insect with long back legs
that jumps high into the air and makes a high, vibrating
sound, “Katy did, O she did.” Its sound symbolizes tales and
weakness in England. A cricket is a small jumping insect that pro-
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duces short, loud, sounds by rubbing its wings together, vibrating
the sound of “criquer.” Its sound symbolizes merriness and the time
of the night in England. The fourth is to examine the
grasshopper’s imagery and the cricket’s symbols specified in
the Bible.

In conclusion, Keats promotes the grasshopper to a great
poet who admires the earth and extols a hymn to the skies.
Keats also upgrades the cricket to a great poet who regards the
earth with respect and warm approval. This is the novel and
quite unconventional conception of the Romantic poet Keats in
this sonnet entitled “On the Grasshopper and Cricket.”
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The po/-et/-ry of earth is nev/-er dead.
When all the birds are faint with the hot sun
And hide in cool/-ing trees, a voice will run
From hedge to hedge a/-bout the new/-mown mead---
That is the grass/-hop/-per’s. He takes the lead
In sum/-mer lux/-u/-ry; he has nev/-er done
With his de/-light, for when tired out with fun
He rests at ease be/-neath some pleas/-ant weed.
The po/-et/-ry of earth is ceas/-ing nev/-er.

On a lone win/-ter eve/-ning, when the frost
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Has wrought a si/-lence, from the stove there shrills
The crick/-et’s song, in warmth in/-creas/-ing ev/-er,
And seems to one in drow/-si/-ness half lost,

The grass/-hop/-per’s a/-mong some grass/y hillsD 000000000
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The author and Leigh Hunt challenged each other to write a sonnet in a
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performed the task within the time allotted . ..
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We own to Clarke the account of an evening spent at Hunt’s very late in the
year. It was, to be exact, on Monday, December the thirtieth, that Clarke and
Keats went out to Hampstead. Clarke recounts that the talk having got upon
crickets, “the cheerful little grasshopper of the fireside--Hunt proposed to
Keats the challenge of writing then, there, and to time, a sonnet ‘On the
Grasshopper and Cricket.” No one was present but myself, and they
according set to... | cannot say how long the trial lasted. | was not proposed
umpire: and had no stopwatch for the occasion. The time, however, was
short for such a performance, and Keats won as to time.”
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... HisO Hunt’sO look of pleasure at the first line-—“The poetry of earth is

never dead.” “Such a prosperous opening!” he said, and when he came to

the tenth and eleventh lines: -

On a lone winter evening, when the frost
Has wrought a silence
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The poem’s intention, stated in the words that open both octave and sestet,

is to assert “The poetry of earth,” which is represented by the summer

song of the grasshopper and the winter song of the cricket. Keats habitually

thought of the audible poetry of earth as the song of the god, this con-

centration of the whole of that poetry in the individual song of the

grasshopper and cricket places them, with respect to inspirational function,

in a position approximating that of the god.0 Aesthetic and Myth in the Poetry of

Keats, pp. 62 0 630
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When all the birds are faint with the hot sun
And hide in cooling trees, a voice will run
From hedge to hedge about the new-mown mead--
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Sumer is icumen in,

Lhude sing cuccu!

Groweth sed, and bloweth med,

And springeth the wude nu--

Sing cuccu!
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Spring, the sweet spring, is the year’s pleasant king,

Then blooms each thing, then maids dance in a ring,

Cold doth not sting, the pretty birds do sing:

Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-wo!

The palm and may make country houses gay
Lambs frisk and play, the shepherds pipe all day,
And we hear aye birds tune this merry lay:

Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo!

The fields breathe sweet, the daisies kiss our feet,
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Young lovers meet, old wives a-sunning sit,
In every street these tunes our ears do greet:
Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo!

Spring, the sweet spring!
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A bird appears a thoughtless thing,
He’s ever living on the wing,
And keeps up such a carolling,
That little else to do but sing
A man would guess had he.
No doubt he has his little cares,
And very hard he often fares,
The which so patiently he bears,
That, list’ning to those cheerful airs,
Who knows but he may be
In want of his next meal of seeds?
| think for that his sweet song pleads.
1 50, his pretty art succeeds.
I’ll scatter there among the weeds
All the small crumbs | see.
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“And he’s got a voice like a bird-you wouldn’t think,” Dolly went on; “he can

sing a Christmas carol as his father’s taught him; and | take it for a token as

he’ll come to good, as he can learn the good tunes so quick. Come,

Aaron, stan’ up and sing the carol to Master Marner, come.”0 p. 1210
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It’s a nat’ral gift. There’s my little lad Aaron, he’s got a gift-—he can sing a

tune off straight, like a throstleD p. 660
O000O0ODOODOdIlkeathrostleD 000000 MMOOOOOOOOO
bbb ooobooboobo™bouooboobobooobog
googbooboboobooboboboobuoobobobobnoobo
ooo0d@oooboobo0ob0ob0ob0dooobooooooooooogo
000000 oOO0DO00000D000o00oO0oOoDOooOnEltdDOOO
0000000000000 O William WordsworthC 17700 18500 0 O O
00ddobdbooboboob0obdoooooooooUoooooooo
000o00oooooooor

gobdbdbobooob0obOubUb O “who Killed Cock Robin"d

gooobooboooobob40oboboobobobobooboboon
0ooooooooood

All the birds in the air

Fell a-sighing and a-sobbing,
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When they heard the bell toll
For poor Cock Robin.
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From hedge to hedge about the new-mown mead--
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That is the grasshopper’s. He takes the lead
In summer luxury; he has never done
With his delights, for when tired out with fun
He rests at ease beneath some pleasant weed.
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He takes the lead in summer luxury;
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In summer luxury;

With his delights,
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He has never done with his delights,
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..., for when tired out with fun
He rests at ease beneath some pleasant weed.
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The poetry of earth is ceasing never.
On a lone winter evening, when the frost
Has wrought a silence, from the stove there shrills

The cricket’s song, in warmth increasing ever,
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And seems to one in drowsiness half lost,

The grasshopper’s among some grassy hills.
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The Frost performs its secret ministry,

Unhelped by any wind. The owlet’s cry

Come loud--and hark, again! Loud as before.
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... so calm, that it disturbs

And vexes meditation with its strange

And extreme silentness.
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On a lone winter evening, when the frost

Has wrought a silence, ...
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..., from the stove there shrills
The cricket’ssong, ...

goobobobooooooobooboobobooboboboboboooo
The cricket’s song shrills from the stove there 0 0 O 00000000 OO0O
gbdobdobobouoooooboobobuobobobobuobobooo
O00D0D000000oopooooOoOoshrilDO0ODDOO0O000O0O00O0O
If a bell or whistle shrills, it makes a loud, high-pitched sound.0 000000
0Mo00D0000D00D00D00Do0ooooDoOooogoshrlldO
00000000000 0000D00000D00O0OschrelOODODOOO
O0000OshrilOODODOOODOOODscrallettan0 000 0O0O0OOOOO
O000000O00DOO00OOo0o0oDOoOooboshrilDoboboooboogon
gooog

O00000D0Ocricket0 0000000000 0OODODOOOOOO
Oeriquet0000000000O0OO criqueri 0000000 O00000O00OO
00000 O00DO0O00000o0o00ooo0oooooOooonn from
the stove thereO DO DO OD0OOD0OODOthestoreD 0000000 OOODO
giooguobodbobobobobobobooobobooooobooo
o000 0ob0o0obO@2moobo0o0obo0o0obo0b@oooooooo
oooobdboooooobobobobooboobuobobobobo
0000 thegreenhouseD 0 OO OO OO

O00000DDO KeatsO OOODO O from the stove thereO OO OO0
0000000 thereDO0DOO0OD0OODOOODOODOO thereOOODO the

00 JohnKeatsO0OODOOODOOO00O33



sovel D UDO0O0ODOODLOOODOODOODLDODOODOODLDObLOOmO
000000000000000O0Askthemantherel 0000000000
0000000000000 0o0o00o0DbO0o0DbO00Dd Keats OO
goboobobooobooboobobooobooboboooboooo
00000OO0DOO0OOD0OOthestove0 0000000 OOOODOOODOOO
JO0D0OO0O000DOthereD00000ODOOOODODOOOOODDOOOO
thereJ00O0DO0O0DO00ODODOO0O0MMODOOOOODOOOOODOO
ggbobobooboboobodga
O0KeatsOOOOOOOODOfromOOOOOOOO04000 fromAtoZ
0000 fromODOO0O0DO0OO0OOO0OO0OFomOOODOOOOOODOODOOO
goodoobooboobobobobomuoboboboooboooooo
J00bO0bO0o00OmOo00OO0o0OOobOOobOo0o0oOooOOooOoDOon from
Jo0o0o0o0oooooooDooooooooooooo fromo0ODOOOOO
goboboooobob 1y 22000boo0oobooooobobooo
0o0o0oooooooboooobooooooboooobob2000
00l100b0bob0oboboobobooooooooobosoooon
odbobobooobobobooobobobooobobooooo...o
gdbooboboobuoobuobobuobbooboobobooobooo
ggboobobooobuoobuobobobboobuoobobboobooon
goooooboooboooooboo™obooobbooooboooo
gooobooooog
gooobomoooobooog
go0o0dbobobooooobobobuobouoooobuobossg
godoobodobobobobobobobob™boooooobooo
gooood
ugoboboboboooobobobuoboobobUobUuosao
goomoooooooog
Jo0ooooobobooobooboooobooboooooooo
0000000000000 00D000000 Shakespeared OOOOOO

34



00000000 MMKing Henry IV, Part 1, 15980 U 0 OO OO0 OOOO
gooboooooboobobon

As merry as crickets, my lad
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Macbeth: | have done the dead. —-Didst thou not hear a noise?

Lady M: | heard the owl scream and the crickets cry.
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lachmo: The crickets sing, and man’s over-laboured sense

Repairs itself by rest.
Jodbobobmoobooooooooooboobooboobooboon
gbdbobobooodoo@oooomooooooooooboon

OO0 KeatsO OO OOODODOO John MiltonO 16080 7400 [ O 00O
U [0 “1l Penseroso,” 16320 0 1 O [

Where glowing embers through the room

Teach light to counterfeit a gloom,

Far from all resort of mirth,

Save the cricket on the hearth.
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Now in Maytime to the wicket
Out | march with bat and pat:
See the son of grief at cricket
Trying to be glad.
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O My aged Uncle Arly!
Sitting on a heap of Barley
Thro’ the silence hours of night,--
Close beside a leafy thicket:-—
On his nose there was a Cricket,—
In his hat a Railway-Ticket;-

[ But his shoes were far too tight.[]
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... Perhaps there leap into Keats’s mind a memory of hospital days when, sit-
ting on lonely evening vigil as a dresser on duty, a chirping cricket
reminded him in those dismal surroundings of the open countryside.
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..., inwarmth increasing ever,
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And seems to one in drowsiness half lost,

The grasshopper’s among some grassy hills.
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And seems to one in drowsiness half lost,
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The grasshopper’s among some grassy hills.
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And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and
we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.
goodoboooboboobooboboboobooboobobooobo
goodobooboboobuoobobboobuoobuobobobnoobo
goooboobobooboobobobooboobuoobobobboobo
goobooo0o0bboOo000obDm@oooobboOoO0gnOotimidiyo O
000000000 “The BookofJob"0 0 OO O O
Canst thou make him afraid as a grasshopper? The glory of his nostrils is ter-
rible.
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Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the

way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a bur-
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den, and desire shall fail; because man goeth to his long home; and the

mourners go about the streets:
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It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants

thereof are as grasshopper; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and

spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in;
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Thy crowned are as the locusts, and thy captains as the great grasshoppers,

which camp in the hedges in the cold day, but when the sun ariseth they flee

away, and their place is not known where they are.
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Poins: Anon, anon, sir.
Prince: Siirrah, Falstaff and the rest of the thieves are at the door: shall we
be merry?
Poins: as merry as Crickets, my lad. But hark ye; what cunning match
have you made with this jest of the drawer? come, what’s the issue?
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Machb: | have done the deed. Didst thou not hear a noise?
Lady M: | heard the owl scream and the cricket cry. Did not you speak?
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Repairs itself by rest. Our Tarquinthus
Did softly press the rushes ere he waken’d the chastity he

wounded....
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Where glowing embers through the room

Teach light to counterfeit a gloom,

Far from all resort of mirth,

Save the cricket on the hearth 1.790
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And seems to one in drowsiness half lost,

The grasshopper’s among some grassy hills.
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