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Matacong Island (1):

Takehiko OCHIAI

The aim of this article is to examine how Matacong, a small is-
land off the coast of the Republic of Guinea, West Africa, was
used by merchants, claimed by local chiefs, and colonized by
Britain and France in the nineteenth century. In 1825 the
paramount chief of Moriah granted the lease of the island to
two Sierra Leonean merchants, and in 1826 it was ceded to
Britain by a treaty with the chiefs of Sumbuyah and Moriah.
Since the island was considered a territory exempt from duty,
British and Sierra Leonean merchants used it as an important
trading station throughout the nineteenth century. Major ex-
ports of Matacong Island included palm kernels, palm oil,
hides, ivory, pepper, and groundnuts, originally brought by
local traders from the neighboring rivers, and major imports
were tobacco, beads, guns, gunpowder, rum, cotton manu-
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factures, bar iron, and hardware. In 1853 alone, some 80 ves-
sels, under British, American, and French flags, anchored at
the island. By the convention of 1882, Britain recognized
Matacong Island as belonging to France. Although the conven-
tion was never ratified, it was treated by both countries as
binding. The article draws widely on documents of the
Matacong Island (West Africa) Papers in Birmingham
University Library. The collection, purchased by the library
in 1969, consists of 265 documents relating to Matacong, such
as letters, agreements, newspaper cuttings, maps, and water-
color pictures.
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9. <5 3 v EEEOILEIZIE R 7 (Sumbuyah) EIEEN 3
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DiRA]  (mixture of people) EWVWHEHRTH B EWVWH, BZ LAV TP
HDHVIEFR YT Y =22, AZNT 0 LEEEDRINEED 2 EIETE
RSN BHTHASY, 2y T YEOEWIE. 2 v 7 ¥)IEOR» 520
<AV (JR2F v A — k) FFEODT VH 7 4~ (Wankafong) ITEMNNT
W7z,

2y 7XEOEMCHEZXVv A5, 7+ A )T, =) FT (Maligia)
Vsl BB NicEV TV AR, Jbv v FREMO AT LT
¥ Y7 4 v 3 (Mandingo) &IEFRENIcBEMHZHLET S EY T (Moriah,
Kissi Kissi, Moribia) fEETH -7, Y TEOEEIE 7 + VA Y TITE
i, BETEA RS — 2 bbb EATO I, EEIE, 77— « 27—
o — Z[A|EE (Futa Scarcies Corridor) & IEIE N 2. HEE IS A 45 S ER
MGV — F O—EICTAIE L TE D, KT 7+ )V A ) TR <) F 7 AL
Sv—1rOMEE LTRA TV, L Ly #IT T D LG LoflED
FAELTOIzYIiT, ) TERNTREEEMONG A 4, 19t
BRI EEE A B ZAALZH P LI LB S L.

) 7HEOFEAN FFcL 5 a)IPMEEXEL TWAEDR, 7o aigd
» 5% % Y€ (Samo, Samu, Samoo) EFFIEN 2 EHEETH - 72, v EEHIG
pEdbic s, JEERIE ' ) 7 =7 (Moricania) &FFENTEITA X5 —
s TVl LTy Mo A% 34 2 5 — 2 BIENZHIRE 5
HTW,

v~y avEORGIIHOEFEEELEHE, ObIcHE=7 04 (Samo
Bullom) EFEIEN 2 E510H 5 70 2aREH. b2 WidEn &M
RICH 2B TH > ™ B LA ¥V ZAMET 54 0 Rk
(18024F10H2THAD) DM Ty IRD X D 55l DiA 6N b,

FEAMWIZECAILLBE, 725 v « EF o (Fendan Moduy, Finda
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LVWSEHTHAI®, EIAHM, BRikT2LEED, PN TI80HEMIC
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GEFRTEEDITK B,
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BHiEDo7 ) —s o e znsitigicfiiiEZs 2 FEOIEE [ -
LA 7] (Serra Leoa: 54 4 v IO EIEFRL 7z 13, 15HHC g
[FIHICRAT L 2o RV M AV AIBEE TH - 7co L L. D & b6t
FIEEE T, &5« LATELIHIFE, FFEE2ETEHA L ERNIT. v 2
HEP LB N THHO < v M (Cape Mount) & TO 05 0 [LHEILIH
AT HEE LTHIACHVLRTOLA®, T LT, BHEDOEKT
WA, D8 & BEFD RV b AV AfRFE PRI E - T, =5 a v
BR e LA T7O—~NG| ITEDPESEH -,

T e LA TR L CREIERE L, FLMEMNLHLSEFY 2 b
OEHIEIZEH L 2ixflo 3 —o o X NEFE IV N HTIVATH - 72h3, [6
IBEEBICY T 5 LA X E WS AUROF D AR Rk 2@ LD
4 FYVRANTH T,

B KRD B v F vy, ZRFE D D7 7 ) 4 PR Sdin
T onkGE bRz oBEHRICE >y, 74 Y NIk F
) AARERNCHEE G 5 C & 2 &R S Mo oGk e B3R/ ¥ 7 R
3 7 (Nova Scotia : BIfED 7 F SRR 2EH L TRALTE D, H
20, 77U ARG OMINCTEM L T Ve T 7 ) A rEiERE RS OB A

~yaviE/hNg (1) 111
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TE WU THIAE LIBD B L5125, T LT, oM EH Lcows,
NV — e AR X7 (Henry Smeathman) &9 7 % F a2 7 A EK
KEB0ESDRETH > 12, 1TTUERB YT 5 LA X HONF F B
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TRMUCEIE LA b > TV 2 A 2= v id, REE. Y2514 %
(Sierra Leone) JIIDEANT 7 ) AZAD AR E L C#E LTV 5 & 4%
LicDTH B, 77 ) NRANEEEED IO DEERIF, [FIRFEICKHL
TRAYINEDEETH - 728, #ifa. AX A< REEIFHET 27 7))
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AF) RABINOIEEZ T T, 77V BFRAL T —a o Ak, K
A BB EEZSTAIAEA £ RFEVEHO 7 ) = 2 (Plymouth) @k
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C D AMEETE T 5 F TSI Z R Licoh, BEREE) - §
EEEINEIIZE D75 v 4 )V« ¥ v — 7 (Granville Sharp) ThH » 720 ¥ v —
T, Fric vy s vA RIDICE#ER SN S LI s T 7 U ARAA
fE A THEO L] (Province of Freedom) & #51F, F AUASFEL 7S Ph
AXHIcHENE DBV, T7 1) HRAARED 2D ORI THIA
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FIEFE L, TLXxOEFENI S IHOHEHEZED SN T EEE R LA
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MHE 7B 3. RPEHSEICRE ZIER L. T hE ARGHE O %EH TH
Y% —TIKKNATT 5T 4 e 9 (Granville Town) &3 7,

L L, HEEAROKF B DL L 52bld 2 AME 72 B % FRERICH
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LTI, HVIT YT 5 LA 2 OHERPREFLELT >TL
FocllbboT, BENS 4 5 HD D BITE SITIZIXEE DO AREE 2
<50 T RMRRNE O o TGRS ST L THT Lce AREE L 24F)
FEIOINHES TE R P o 1o oDIT, Hi-oTEhBENEEZ-S &, G0
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HAZHLE T 23970 AHEAF /Ty £ 5 LA RITE- e, £hd
BETGITKTH oo T LT, T v 4 e 9 vid, 1T89FE12H. A
Wi & AHMEE ORI L > TRAICHIES N TLE>DTH 5,

SO XS YA FHFE LRI D 55, GRS « HIEFEILIES)
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1802, &Y 7ETIE. b » — L (Touré, Tura) 5D 7 4 5 (Amura,
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AL TVWAELT, TH Ly LA xBfOBE»FITRR
DEPIELED EF LA T,

ZH L7y 18205E, 745 EDVIC= ) F7T2REL, JhicxflL
T EXYREHADOZR Y TY e ) A =Th 5 DEHEEZT TLHL 720
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ULa L. EEIAE 2 S e <. AR x VIicfb - TRIdDO R v 7
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iigEE (Bullom Shore) ¥ TOERS—m 22 JE MiciE &, . 747
FE 3, WEEDE Y 7O EEE X FITE W T Wi, MfEER O/
I823EITHIFE L, YT I LA FXDIEFEALEDRIAR, T OHF A - T
FolEE L OETOINZR S — v =Sy LAt RJNE YT b
SH, L Ly 2O LA PRBEZSFICE YRR F v+ VA LIBA T, &
AT/ —=Hv e )Ty —XHEHLLD ETE2E LD 70, TNH, L
EVRR DN F =V TEMHATOVICRT =TV e HyEF Y
(Stephen Gabbidon) & ™ 4 1) T & « NV 1) — ¢« %% 2 4 ¥ (William Henry
Savage) EWIH 2 AD YIS LA XEALLLETH -7,

Ay ERVIZ, Y7 ) - vV x 2B TR Lz L— v
DOEDTHY, 182BFICRFTRICIEH SN—7cE L, EY R RITHL
Licwe LChlkzER—. 7o, 1IBUFIcREEHEO LEIEmsh
BIE, = DIEHTHIFENEEEZR I LICAITH S, 7 =
A0, T7VHAOREEA F ) ZAORHO b Lico v FvchdEh,
IB08FIC I DOKEE LTV T I LA RITIMEL TEH, B TRIAII
fah) L C—H R BGERE S b BT T A TH 5, T DK%, 18214EIc
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HyERVESFT2A VR, BEAEDYIS LA REANBEY THF
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T T HOMFYNEETH LT LT Ly a v BT 2 EEERKEL
b L, BIET &5 & T OBRMKE I L TL008E I Y 3 2 W % ¢
L5 &0 S &b TlRIE ORI IMEA R L 72,

COEXH Yy ERYEF T 24 VNRT LT EEARLEHECINE, <
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LaxhTcnie™, i, AEHF I, BEROFEBOHEHEMICOL
T [y EFvEry =4 UREET) HERSEBE BT 3 kEF
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<y avBORMEEZ#ES L LT, 2 icboEEEE-><n, 7 ) —
gy BT 2 EKRIT ORI E YR R ERAL LS S LTk
ITh b,

L, TERFSORREBDITER L1, YT T LA RBUF
DOWMBRIETH 5727 % & » v3— L — (Kenneth Macaulay) 3. [6]&E
BRI EEIN L EOH O EZ T L L, FFTH v EFVES T2 A VT
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3 HICRBICHITET &, Y THEOLEEN Y T 5 LA xS
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EVWS, 7)) =Y VRS TIRS ZGEBICHHREL TV /Ry TP =2
OENEOWIIEZ T, B TMFOMMTTEOH LI, £ LT, 18264
4H18H, a2 —L - AV ITVY=RRDFEPELEI)TDbL v —
LEDOREE—HIT E S REER O T 2 FEHL S B 7o, RIS
. Y TIFARGES U TRIB, AV TP =2AREEYTO M » —
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oI, WMo E BERE BRI ORI ZEAD 2 VIdMHE L2139 Th
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